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Brian Gray: 00:02 Hello and welcome to the Faith & Work Podcast, where we 
explore everyday work in God's world. Faith & Work Podcast is 
produced and hosted by DeMaris Youth for Faith & Work. I'm 
Brian Gray. I'm the COO here at Denver Institute, and I direct a 
5280 Fellowship. 

Brian Gray: 00:17 And, today, I'm joined by truly two long time friends here. So 
gentleman, I use the term loosely with one of you. Why don't 
you introduce yourselves? 

Dave Strunk: 00:27 I'm Dave Strunk. I'm pastor of Church of the Redeemer in 
Maryville, Tennessee. Church planted about two years ago and 
earlier, he'd be from the Knoxville area and then through and by 
way of Denver, Colorado. 

Brian Gray: 00:46 Yeah. How long were you out here? 

Dave Strunk: 00:49 Ten years. Denver Seminary and Cherry Creek Presbyterian 
church where we developed a shared love of all things theology 
and ale. I know 

Jared Mackey: 01:00 Jared Mackey, Executive Director and lead pastor of the Sacred 
Grace Family of Parish Churches here in Denver, Colorado. 

Brian Gray: 01:10 Jared and I are old friends. We were on staff together for church 
for six years before we both knew each other's enneagram 
types, which really made for probably more fire than 
collaboration at that point. 

Jared Mackey: 01:20 I'm pretty sure we were around before the enneagram was. 

Brian Gray: 01:23 Yes, the enneagram has only existed for the last five years. 

Jared Mackey: 01:27 That's for sure. 

Brian Gray: 01:28 Hey, so today, friends, we're talking. I'm going to take a brief 
detour from the format of most of our podcasts, and the reason 
there's that we'd like to pause and honor the memory of, at 
least for the three of us, something of a mentor and honor the 
legacy of Eugene Peterson who passed away recently. 

Brian Gray: 01:46 He was a pastor. He was an author, and he has had a significant 
impact on Christians in the United States predominantly over 
the last several decades. His writing, his teaching, that just had 
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an impact, for sure, on our lives, for the three of us as we're 
talking today. 

Brian Gray: 02:01 And, our guess is that many of you listening have read his books 
or at least know the influence of his paraphrase with the Bible, 
The Message. If you're not familiar with Eugene and his 
teaching, hopefully this podcast episode might serve as a 
helpful introduction to someone that we think you're going to 
want to know about and be more influenced. 

Brian Gray: 02:17 He seems like a voice for such a time as this in our cultural 
moment in so many ways. So, fellows, let's start with this. 
Although you both met Eugene Peterson in person, move us 
back. Tell us about your first introduction to him, which was 
through his writing, right? 

Jared Mackey: 02:34 That's correct. The first time I was introduced to the writings of 
Eugene, it was ... I had a friend who was working at NavPress, 
and it was 1993. It was the first edition of The Message. It was a 
New Testament paperback version that he had passed onto me. 

Jared Mackey: 02:51 He said, "I think you would enjoy this." I was intrigued that 
somebody was rewriting the Bible, didn't know if it was heresy 
or if it was allowed. That probably took, I don't know, two 
weeks to figure out that it was the most beautiful thing that I 
had ever read. Now, 25 years later, that paperback version of 
The Message still sits on my bedside table and read often. 

Brian Gray: 03:18 That's great. Dave, how about you? First introduction, where 
did you start? 

Dave Strunk: 03:23 Yeah, probably when ... Only when the New Testament of The 
Message was out in high school was my first real introduction, 
but I wouldn't have associated that with Eugene Peterson's 
name. I promise I'm being ironic with the answer to this. 

Dave Strunk: 03:37 The first Eugene Peterson book I read was on my honeymoon 
and, no kidding, it was along A Long Obedience in the Same 
Direction. I did not even think of it in those terms. 

Brian Gray: 03:51 Were you thinking of like husbandly obedience? Long term, 
right? This is what you're referring to. There wasn't anything 
more to that. 
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Dave Strunk: 03:58 Yeah. And you know, I guess what was so fascinating about the 
book at the time was how prosaic it was. I don't know, like all he 
does in any of his books is really just scriptural reflection. I 
didn't notice the Psalms of Ascent. 

Dave Strunk: 04:12 I mean I put that together once I was reading it, but I swear to 
you, I did not connect the dots with that [inaudible 00:04:17]. 
Now, I've been married a little over 12 years, so that was 2006. 
Humorous, in hindsight, for sure. 

Brian Gray: 04:26 Well, there's a kind of an intro. Let's maybe talk about the last 
couple of months. You know, for the past year, we've known 
that Eugene was, at least, he was certainly declining. 

Brian Gray: 04:38 Then, during this final season in his hospice and then his 
passing, I'm curious just how were you feeling about at that 
point or eventual loss of this man and his writings that to us was 
a mentor and to so many? Like, what did that feel like to you in 
this last year at his decline? 

Dave Strunk: 04:55 Yeah. I got to meet him in his home four years ago. He was old 
and had trouble moving around then. So, there's a sense of ... I 
mean, you just know when someone's in the mid-80s, and 
they're having trouble moving around. We don't live forever, 
you know? 

Dave Strunk: 05:12 I think for me there's this sadness that Christianity was losing a 
really important voice as the frenetic pace of our life is getting 
busier. So, there's a sense of sadness, like who's going to speak 
that voice now? 

Dave Strunk: 05:25 Yeah, he would have said even four years ago that most of his 
writing work was done. There's a sense of resolve that I was 
experiencing. I guess, he did what he came here on Earth to do 
as far as public ministry goes and well done, thou good and 
faithful servant. 

Dave Strunk: 05:42 I had a sense of completion and rest, although I still have a 
question of who's going to play that role, especially for pastors 
now. 

Brian Gray: 05:51 That's right. I think that same thing. Mackey, how about you? 

Jared Mackey: 05:55 Yeah, I've had some sort of intuition about maybe we were 
closing in on the end when I picked up As Kingfishers Catch Fire 
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earlier this year and deliberately took this book of Eugene's 
sermons slowly throughout the year. One at a time. 

Jared Mackey: 06:14 And, felt like, because I have some friends that are close to 
Eugene that had been checking in on him and, and clear about 
his declining health. I agree with Dave. There's this sense of 
completion and that his, as his son said in his funeral service, his 
baptism is complete. 

Jared Mackey: 06:37 Yeah, there's been a few moments where there's a number of 
tears shed because of maybe the way that I felt pastored by 
him, as I would say, probably hundreds, if not thousands of 
people, have felt pastored by him, and that sense of a caretaker 
or an overseer, an elder, is no longer with us. 

Jared Mackey: 06:57 So, there's some loss, but at the same time ... I just echo. I think 
Dave is spot on. You're kind of curious who is, who is the person 
who's quietly pastoring in suburban Baltimore right now? Who's 
going to take his place? 

Brian Gray: 07:11 Yeah, or suburban Knoxville. 

Dave Strunk: 07:13 Or suburban Knoxville. 

Brian Gray: 07:14 It might be you, Dave Strunk. 

Dave Strunk: 07:15 No, I don't think so. I would say, though, in homage to Eugene, I 
guess, on a Monday I think. And, the very next Sunday, I felt like 
I was duty bound, to find an illustration from Eugene Peterson 
just so that I could mention Eugene Peterson's passing in my 
sermon, and I did. 

Brian Gray: 07:34 Well, my introduction to him was pastoral ministry. It was years 
ago in the late 90s, when I was in when I was in college ministry. 
I think at that point, I was finding my way into a new expression 
of career that I just loved. 

Brian Gray: 07:50 I was single at the time, and I remember describing my 60 to 70 
hour work weeks in college ministry as, "Stewarding my 
singleness." Like I kind of had this narrative built around what I 
didn't know at the time to be work-alcoholism, that was just 
doing more, and doing more for God, was just communicating 
the value of the kingdom in a sense. 
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Brian Gray: 08:14 I remember at the time of the first thing that I picked up from 
him, I was discussing with a friend. I thought I had never read 
the Contemplative Pastor. I had it confused with another book. 

Brian Gray: 08:22 It started with Contemplative Pastor and I picked it up and was 
floored by the idea of this metaphor where he says, "Busy as a 
modifier to describe pastor would be like the modifier 
embezzling to describe banker or unfaithful to describe wife." 

Brian Gray: 08:42 And, just in this classic way that he would capture. It's the same 
way that he would capture. It's the same way that there's this 
graphicness to the way that he translates in the Minor Prophets 
and he contemporizes some of these things. 

Brian Gray: 08:52 I remember reading that and thinking, I have zero problem with 
Busy Pastor. This has been my trophy. What is he doing to me? 
It was my first introduction. It was really on. 

Brian Gray: 09:02 So, I feel like in 13 years of being a pastor, I feel like Eugene was 
always there as a voice in my head and so when he had passed. 
So, I hadn't been in pastoral ministry, formal, for my work in 
seven or eight years now. I feel like when we knew he was in 
decline, obviously, for when he went and entered hospice. 

Brian Gray: 09:23 It just began a week of sadness. Just waiting for the fact that 
we're ... The phrase that came to me as I felt uncovered. I felt 
like there was nobody above me. I felt like that there wasn't 
somebody who I could look to, who was a voice of sanity, that 
offered a counter narrative and words. 

Brian Gray: 09:40 Though I never met him, example of how to lead a fruitful life 
that wasn't a busy, and a hurried, and a frenetic life. And, he 
was it. He called us back to that. So, when he passed, I just 
immediately felt this. I felt this void. 

Brian Gray: 09:54 It's similar to what you both expressed. Who else will call us to 
the things that we should be called to? It was like a prophet 
leaving Israel back in the day, but he was a prophet for the last 
40 years. 

Jared Mackey: 10:09 I'm just going to say that the preface of one of [Skagatonie's 
00:10:14] recent books, he says, "And, there were giants in the 
land," and the list of names, Dallas Willard, Eugene Peterson, 
are on that list. 
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Brian Gray: 10:22 The biggest giants for me. 

Jared Mackey: 10:24 And so, in some ways, one of the giants has left the land. We're 
a land without giants. 

Brian Gray: 10:32 Well, I mean for both of you, you're both serving occupationally 
in pastoral ministry now. Talk about how Eugene has been an 
influence to you on your own pastoral ministry, that sense of 
calling vocation, and the way you actually work itself out in your 
pastoral work. 

Dave Strunk: 10:49 Yeah. You know, Eugene was most proud of his spiritual 
theology series, Eat this Book, Tell it Slant, Christ Plays in Ten 
Thousand Places. But, I think pastors would say, "We love this 
pastor ..." 

PART 1 OF 3 ENDS [00:11:04] 

Dave Strunk: 11:00 ... in places, but I think pastors would say, "We love this Pastoral 
Theology Series." What he actually wrote, in the middle of his 
career, middle, late career, Under the Unpredictable Plant and 
Working the Angles and The Contemplative Pastor. And those 
writings ... Bryan, you just referred one ... have meant a lot to 
me. It was actually, Bryan, one of your mentors that introduced 
me to Working the Angles: Don Payne, when I was in seminary. 

Dave Strunk: 11:28 I mean, I remember his description of ordination, and at that 
time, I was becoming a little more high-church from a low-
church upbringing, not in any sense of rebellion, but just having 
a much bigger imagination for what it is that pastors do with 
word and sacrament. And I just remember, somewhere around 
page 20 in Working the Angles, just being arrested by, "Yes, 
that's what God wants me to do. I am the minister of word and 
sacrament. No one else can do this." There are entrepreneurs 
who can help lead churches. There are business people who can 
steward the church's finances. We can hire ministry directors to 
organize lots of programming, but no one can do the work of 
spiritual direction as it relates to word and sacrament. And I 
have taken that very seriously. 

Dave Strunk: 12:16 No one would say I'm the best spiritual director around, but 
because of Eugene, I take every soul that comes in front of my 
face more seriously because of him. That there's someone that 
... The Spirit of the Lord is doing something in their life, and it's 
up to me to help us figure out together what that can possibly 
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be. And I'm a church planner, so I'm more on the 
entrepreneurial side of things, I guess, but I've learned to never 
do that at the expense of the person right in front of me, I 
guess. I'm not a completed product by any stretch of the 
imagination, but I'm more down the road than I was because of 
his writings. 

Jared Mackey: 12:57 Absolutely. I was thinking back to when I had the opportunity to 
spend three days in New York with about 100 pastors, listening 
to Eugene talk about the art of pastoral work. And he tells a 
story where he's on an airplane and the person next to him 
asking what he does, and he says, "I'm a writer." 

Jared Mackey: 13:17 And he said the whole rest of the flight he was convicted about 
that; he had not been honest about his occupation. And he said, 
"That was the first and last time I never told the truth about 
being a pastor." And I thought, "Man, I've done that thousands 
of times." 

Brian Gray: 13:36 Yeah, because how many times are you in Southwest Airlines as 
a pastor and you don't want to talk about to the person next to 
you about Jesus. 

Jared Mackey: 13:42 Right. 

Brian Gray: 13:42 And when they find out you're a pastor, you know it's going to 
go down, and you just want to read your book. 

Jared Mackey: 13:46 And legitimately, I had- 

Brian Gray: 13:48 [crosstalk 00:13:48] person that I said that? 

Jared Mackey: 13:48 ... all sorts of titles, so I didn't have to call myself a pastor 
because the title of pastor, the position of pastor, seemed to 
not have honor. And maybe that's because of the pastors that I 
had been under or that I had observed, but Eugene in those 
three days, brought honor back to the position of pastor. And 
he, very clearly said that the pastoral position is a humble 
position, it's an honorable position, it's a needed position. And 
I'm pretty sure that since those three days in New York, I've 
never made up what I do, other than "I'm a pastor." So yeah, I 
think what he has done for me and for countless other pastors 
is that he has brought some sense of honor to the position, and 
he's also relocated the pastoral imagination into the people and 
to the place he's localized in. 
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Brian Gray: 14:48 Local. That's right. That's the phrase. Yeah, he really did. It's not 
a lofty career-climbing move to the next big place and to the 
next big position and the next big church. He localized ... He 
made parish, parish, before it become more of a common 
phrase from the Anglicans these days. 

Dave Strunk: 15:08 Right. 

Brian Gray: 15:08 So like I said, it's been seven, eight years since I was in pastoral 
ministry. I'll tell you that in my role here at Denver Institute, my 
ongoing work after pastoral ministry, where Eugene really 
continued to echo influence on me is this idea of Sabbath. 

Brian Gray: 15:27 I feel like that there's very few people who call us to take 
Sabbath seriously as that practice which animates and gives 
restorative life to the whole of the rest of our work. And I've 
battled with different phases in my life from early, really, 
legalism with the Sabbath, in my college years. We're talking 
sunset Saturday night to sunset on Sunday, man. I would do no 
work because I just had to, because of the volume of work I was 
doing in school and athletics and my job six days a week. So I 
had a real legalistic phase. Then I just jettisoned it for a while, 
and I had some workaholism. 

Brian Gray: 16:09 I just loved what I was doing in pastoral ministry so much that I, 
to be honest with you, didn't take the Sabbath really seriously. 
And Eugene called this pastoral malpractice, in essence, to not 
take the Sabbath seriously and to not commend Sabbath 
lifestyle as a rhythm of rest and restoration to people. And so 
pastoral malpractice. 

Brian Gray: 16:29 And I think I carry that with me since and have been, if I'm 
careful, let me say where I'm careful about the Sabbath, it's 
because I felt like I had Eugene's voice in my ear. Isn't that 
interesting, it's not Jesus's voice? It's not the Lord's voice or the 
voice of the Spirit, but it was almost a kind, benevolent, non-
shaming voice of Eugene, just to rest, be restored, be with the 
Lord, cease. So I feel like that's been a legacy that he's left for a 
lot of us, that he took the Sabbath so seriously and commended 
it to people in practice. 

Brian Gray: 17:08 Though the two of you are pastors, let's think a little bit more 
broadly and more [inaudible 00:17:11]. What ideas of Eugene's 
do you feel like are important for all of us to consider in our 
own work and spiritual formation? 
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Jared Mackey: 17:22 I think one of the pieces that Eugene brought to the table was 
his love of scripture. I think the reason that he rewrote the bible 
is because he loved it. I mean, he actually said, "Don't be 
impressed. I fall in love easily," when we were listening to him 
up in New York those years ago. And he said, "I've fallen in love 
with my church and I've fallen in love with the scriptures." 

Jared Mackey: 17:44 And I think specifically that his love for the scriptures ended up 
framing all of the rest of his writing. And regardless of your 
occupation, the way that he approached scripture, the way that 
he believed that the word was as present in this time and in this 
moment- 

Dave Strunk: 18:02 Yeah. 

Jared Mackey: 18:02 ... as it was when it was written,- 

Brian Gray: 18:03 For sure. 

Jared Mackey: 18:03 ... that begins to reshape people's imagination about what their 
interaction with the scriptures is. 

Brian Gray: 18:12 Yeah. Dave? 

Dave Strunk: 18:18 I have so much to say on this, because yeah, he takes scripture 
seriously. He makes you think about it differently. In his Spiritual 
Theology Series, it's the reflections on the parables of Luke and 
of prayers in John. And Eat This Book, I mean, what a better 
book title is there than Eat This Book? And I just loved the 
Eugene's always taking an all-of-the-above approach to spiritual 
formation, which is, "Look, we don't need camps of this versus 
that camp." Sometimes we say, "Well, we should read the bible 
for formation, not for information." And Eugene would say, " 
Why does that need to be a false dichotomy?" 

Dave Strunk: 19:02 In Eat This Book, we read the bible all the way. We read it as 
literature, we read it as God's word, and he speaks [inaudible 
00:19:09] to us. And he's an all-of-the-above approach to 
spirituality that I've always appreciated, and of course in an 
orthodox way. I don't mean that too loosely, but he's given me 
a lot of permission to explore different spiritual disciplines and 
be grounded in scripture in different ways, and I've always 
appreciated that. 
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Brian Gray: 19:31 As both of you eluded to this relationship with the word, I 
remember him talking about a Greek way of listening, or a 
Greek way of reading the scripture, which is words written, 
words read, and it's the thought about it as opposed to this 
Hebrew way of words spoken, captured, listened to, right? And 
it introduced this relational framework to the scriptures that 
[inaudible 00:19:57] would be a no-duh for a lot of us, but when 
that first struck me as a guy who's wrestled for a whole lot of his 
life with this idea of, "What's the experience of hearing the 
voice of God?" I feel like it's very rare and few and far between 
in these experiences for me. And so that for Eugene and his 
orientation with the scriptures was really, really rich. 

Jared Mackey: 20:15 Which is the point, the phrase, I think, that will be embedded 
forever, at least in modern time. The word became flesh and 
blood and moved into the neighborhood. 

Brian Gray: 20:27 God. It's such a good phrase. It's just such a good phrase. 

Brian Gray: 20:34 Let's do this. Dave, I want to ask you one final question. A few 
years back, Eugene recorded a several hour interview where he 
talked about biblical ideas on work and Sabbath and calling for 
Denver Institute. Jared and I weren't there at that point. You 
were when he recorded it, when you went to Montana. You 
referenced that earlier. 

Brian Gray: 20:57 Dave, what were your impressions of when you actually met 
him in person and you interacted with him then personally? 
What struck you about him? 

Dave Strunk: 21:05 Well, first, a little set-up to that. This was an event for Denver 
Institute, and I'd like to say that we went to record him because 
he didn't want to travel anymore to speak; he was getting too 
old to travel. And so we did it [crosstalk 00:21:18]- 

Brian Gray: 21:18 That's right. 

Dave Strunk: 21:19 ... say that first. And the second thing is, Jeff let me go, instead 
of him. Jeff, the executive director of Denver Institute, because 
he knew I was such a fanboy. And we knew that one of our 
fellow pastors was going to be better doing the interview just 
because he was better on camera than I was. 

Brian Gray: 21:39 And better-looking. 
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Dave Strunk: 21:39 But I still got to go. Yeah. 

Brian Gray: 21:41 [crosstalk 00:21:41] a new life in Colorado Springs. Yeah, he's 
just better-looking than anyone else we knew, so we sent him. 

Jared Mackey: 21:46 But Dave, you're great on a podcast. 

Dave Strunk: 21:49 I have a face for podcasting, just to reframe the old whatever. 
Eugene- 

PART 2 OF 3 ENDS [00:22:04] 

Dave Strunk: 22:03 Eugene, we spent two days with him in Montana, up there in 
Lakeside, Montana, and he is as charitable in persona as he was 
in his writings. There was a warmth. He knew all the people at 
the local restaurants. He knew them by name. He had regular 
meals, as far as, he had a regular, "Hey, would you like the 
regular, Mr. Peterson today?" 

Dave Strunk: 22:23 I don't know. What's so great about great saints is there's just 
no pretension. You know? He wanted to talk books and pastoral 
ministry and all the things that a pastor would love to talk 
about. There is a kindred spirit there that I think he probably 
shares with hundreds of pastors that have met him over the 
years. 

Dave Strunk: 22:46 I just go to be privileged to be with him for two days. He even 
signed a few copies of lesser known works including some 
poetry and I still have them with the inscription, "To my friend, 
David." Those are some of my more cherished possessions. If 
they are Protestant relics, that is one of them. 

Brian Gray: 23:05 That's cool. But for our listeners, we wanted to give you a 
several minute audio clip of that interview. Again, it's from our 
interview done by our mutual friend here, Andrew Art, and he 
talks with Eugene about this idea of work and Sabbath in the life 
of God. So, we're going to give you a clip of that, just to get a 
taste for the man. 

Andrew: 23:26 How would you articulate the role of work in the plan of God? 

Eugene: 23:30 Well, I think it's probably important to realize that this whole 
thing started by God working. It was a work week and it was six 
days of work and then you rest. I think people who have taken 
that seriously, take work seriously, and the task of the church is 
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not to get everybody on their knees in church as frequently as 
possible, it's to get them to keep the Sabbath, so that the 
Sabbath then activates the work in different dimensions. 
Holiness dimensions. It's sacred. 

Eugene: 24:22 You develop a certain sense of reverence for your work. The 
people you are working with and the families you're working 
with. So, I think one of the things I spent a lot of time trying to 
do, just not by having workshops or anything, is just when I can 
get in conversation with people in my congregation to dignify 
their work, get to know their work. 

Eugene: 24:51 I know what it meant for them who work. I discouraged people 
from filling their days with church work. Like, they have time to 
do something, well you can do work for the church. I didn't 
encourage that, so I think work is, well, it's a gift of God. 

Eugene: 25:25 I think I was able to develop a sense of dignity to the laity, so 
that the people in my congregation felt like their work was their 
gift of God for them, and they then treated worship not as an 
escape from their work or as renewal of their work. 

Andrew: 25:53 So, what you're saying is that in some ways, that practice of 
keeping Sabbath is a sort of core practice? 

Eugene: 26:00 Mm-hmm (affirmative). 

Andrew: 26:01 To help you begin to appreciate the holiness of the rest? 

Eugene: 26:05 That's right. See, the creation is probably our best introduction 
to holiness. Beauty. Everything fits. Everything fits together and 
if it doesn't fit, then we're in trouble. So, the effort that people 
give to caring for creation or caring for communities, for helping 
with the indigent, this is all creation work and doesn't 
necessarily have to use the name of Jesus, but Jesus is there. 

Eugene: 26:59 So, I think if we can just help people, not think of themselves in 
such an utilitarian way or, you're not worth anything unless 
you're making money. The stuff that's functional, kind of 
recedes to something that's ... Well, a fancy name for it is 
ontological. There's a beingness here that overrides function. 

Eugene: 27:36 There still has to be function, but if there isn't some way to sink 
into what's there with the birds. You know, we love to watch 
birds because they are beautiful and being surrounded by these 
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mountains is training in ontological, the beingness of everything 
there is. 

Brian Gray: 28:07 I mean, that's a taste of Eugene, what you just heard there. It's 
that grandfatherly, kind of gravelly voice. It just is a slowing to 
the soul in content and in its tone. I love him for that. 

Brian Gray: 28:22 Hey, there's a parting question for our listeners. We usually do a 
closing thought as we go around, keeping it relatively quick. If 
listeners were going to start with one of Eugene's books, what 
would each of you suggest and why? Jerrod? 

Jared Mackey: 28:36 I'll start with the first book that I ever read from Eugene and the 
last book. The first book being The Message and he has a new 
message study bible out that has just countless wisdom from all 
of his books threaded through The Message. 

Jared Mackey: 28:52 So, I would say pick up a copy of The Message Study Version, or 
the last book that I've read, which is As Kingfishers Catch Fire, 
which is basically like having Eugene as a pastor preach sermons 
throughout Scripture. It makes you fall in love again with being 
a person who follows Jesus. 

Brian Gray: 29:12 Dave, you? 

Dave Strunk: 29:13 Yeah, I think if you're in any kind of ministry at all, even if it's 
not formal, pastoral ministry, I would recommend his memoir, 
which is called, The Pastor. It's not really a lot of original 
content. It's a compendium of a lot of things he wrote 
throughout his pastoral theology works and some other things, 
but I think it's like the one stop shop for what does Eugene 
Peterson think about ministry and how that works. 

Dave Strunk: 29:38 It's just more readable because it's just woven through his life 
story. For anybody, for any person, I've already [inaudible 
00:29:47] this book, I think it's the best entry point into what 
Eugene [inaudible 00:29:55] the most, which is Scripture itself. 
Some of his theology [inaudible 00:30:01] proud of. [inaudible 
00:30:04] longer. 

Dave Strunk: 30:07 It [inaudible 00:30:08] because it's shorter. That would be the 
place to start for Eugene, for the casual reader. 

Brian Gray: 30:15 You know, for me, I would probably recommend A Long 
Obedience in the Same Direction. Maybe for not some of the 
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same environment that Dave Shrunk read it originally, but I 
think it is a book for such a time as this. Most of us, if we're 
honest, feel hurried. We feel too busy. We feel constant pulls to 
do more, to be success-driven. 

Brian Gray: 30:42 There's a phrase that I feel like I have paraphrased that of 
Eugene that we live at the pace of the possible and not the pace 
of the soul. I feel like that book gives us a counter-narrative to 
that, so that's what I'd recommend. 

Brian Gray: 30:53 Hey, we wanted to let maybe a reflection on Eugene and 
actually his last words, captured by his son, the last words, so, 
Jerrod? 

Jared Mackey: 31:03 At Eugene's funeral, his son, Leif said, his dad only had one 
sermon. That he had everyone fooled for 29 years of pastoral 
ministry, that all of his books, he actually only had one message. 
It was a secret that Leif said that his dad had let him in on early 
in life. 

Jared Mackey: 31:20 It was a message that Leif said that his dad had whispered in his 
heart for over 50 years. Words he had snuck into his room to 
say over him as he slept as a child. God loves you. God is on 
your side. He is coming after you. He is relentless. 

Brian Gray: 31:41 And that is the last word. Listeners, if you want to get to know 
Eugene a little bit more, we wanted to offer to you an 
opportunity through scatter.org. That's our online learning 
platform where we turn lectures and series like Eugene did with 
us, here at the Denver Institute, into reflection material for you 
or for groups. 

Brian Gray: 32:02 I mentioned that Eugene trusted us enough to do that video 
series with him a few years ago, and so right now, all of our 
Scatter courses, including the one that Eugene did with us, it's 
free, until the end of the year, so be sure to dive into his course 
sooner than later, and again, that's at scatter.org. 

Brian Gray: 32:20 Gentlemen, again, [use lightly 00:32:23] of one of you. You're 
both good friends and I love to love the same guy that you guys 
love. 

Dave Strunk: 32:29 It's good being here today. 

Brian Gray: 32:30 Yeah, thanks for being with us. 
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Jared Mackey: 32:31 Likewise, thanks for the invite. Bye. 

PART 3 OF 3 ENDS [00:32:37] 

 


