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Dustin Moody: 00:00 Hello and welcome to season two of the Faith and Work 
Podcast where we explore our everyday work in God's world. 
The Faith and Work Podcast is produced and hosted by Denver 
Institute for Faith and Work. I'm Dustin Moody, Director of 
Communications at Denver Institute, and I'm joined today by 
Joanna Meyer and Brian Gray. Joanna serves as our Director of 
Events and Sponsorships and leads our Women and Vocation 
Initiative, and Brian serves as our COO and the Director of the 
5280 Fellowship. Welcome to the podcast, team. 

Joanna Meyer: 00:31 Hi, Dustin. 

Brian Gray: 00:32 It's good to be hanging out again. It's been a while. I think this is 
first in 2019 for us. 

Dustin Moody: 00:37 Yeah. We're right on the ball. It's second week of February, first 
podcast of the year. 

Brian Gray: 00:41 You've got to take time out for the eggnog and Jesus so this is 
appropriate. That's the necessary sabbath for those types of 
things, but we're back at it. 

Joanna Meyer: 00:48 Yeah. 

Dustin Moody: 00:49 We just extended it well into the new year. 

Joanna Meyer: 00:52 Our team just finished our annual Business for the Common 
Good Event which is the beast in the event schedule. We had 
250 people joining us at the [inaudible 00:00:59] Opera House 
and it was awesome. 

Dustin Moody: 01:00 It's a great day. 

Joanna Meyer: 01:01 It was so fun, but it really occupied the team's attention for a 
few weeks there. 

Dustin Moody: 01:04 Yeah. 

Joanna Meyer: 01:04 It's nice to be done with that. 

Dustin Moody: 01:07 So if you're listening, you might be wondering what's new about 
season two, and actually not much is new about season two. It's 
more of an internal planning and organizing tool for us, but we 
do have one aspect we'd like to add to this season of shows. 
We'd love to hear from our audience. We'd love to hear what 
questions you have about faith and work, about a podcast 
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guest, about a topic you may be curious about. So we have set 
up an email box, an inbox for you to email throughout the 
season. It's podcast@denverinstitute.org or you can reach out 
to us on any of our social channels. We're on Facebook, Twitter, 
Linkedin, and Instagram at @denverinstitute. Later in the 
season, we want to do a full Q&A episode and just kind of hear 
from what you guys are thinking about and processing. 

Brian Gray: 01:48 Dustin, can people email in when you say something that's 
wrong and correct you? 

Dustin Moody: 01:51 All the time. 

Joanna Meyer: 01:52 Please do. 

Brian Gray: 01:52 That's good. 

Dustin Moody: 01:53 They already have. 

Brian Gray: 01:53 For [inaudible 00:01:54], that will be a really important spiritual 
formation activity for- 

Dustin Moody: 01:58 We'll add it to my professional development plan or something. 

Brian Gray: 02:00 It'll be good. 

Joanna Meyer: 02:01 Okay. Dustin, today we are going to hear from one of my 
absolute favorite, favorite, favorite speakers we've ever had at a 
Denver Institute event. I often say this, that my favorite parts of 
this job is that I get to help pick the speakers that come to town 
and I get to pick them up at the airport. I get a half hour of 
uninterrupted time to pick their brains and just learn about 
what they do. One of the most delightful people we've ever had 
come to town is Praveen Sethupathy. He's a genomicist which 
we'll learn more about his professional bio in a second, but he 
joined us for one of the most thought-provoking conversations 
I've ever had about the intersection of faith and the sciences. 

Joanna Meyer: 02:37 So earlier in 2018, we hosted an event called Callings and 
Conflict, and it was specifically for people working in the 
sciences, talking to them about how they can feel biblically 
about their work and also how can they navigate those tensions 
they may feel. We've heard from folks working in the sciences 
that they'll feel ostracized at church for their chosen profession. 
They may struggle to connect with colleagues at work who view 
them suspiciously for being Christians working in the sciences. 
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They really are in a no-win situation. This event delved a little 
bit deeper to explore those tensions and inspire people. Even if 
you aren't working in the sciences, I think the conversation 
today will inspire you too. 

Joanna Meyer: 03:12 So Brian, I wanted to ask you a little bit about this because 
before you were working in a ministry context, you worked in 
heart research. So this is a tension you faced. Tell us a little bit 
more about that. 

Brian Gray: 03:24 Yeah. I was a double major in science in undergrad, so biology 
and then also exercise science, and then got my Master's in 
exercise physiology. So the work I was doing was pretty short-
lived actually after graduate school, but I was doing heart 
research that, in essence, was going to help black and Latino 
populations in particular receive enhanced cardiovascular care 
through heart doctor. So there's some predominant number of 
populations that have been studied in the past that have been 
Caucasian populations. So this is just an idea, a recognition to 
the research of saying that there's different genetic variables in 
black and Latino populations that would inform potential heart 
treatment. 

Brian Gray: 04:03 So that was some of the original work that I was doing which I 
enjoyed quite a bit. I think the only tension I was facing is I felt 
like that was a very isolated activity in my week that was really 
separate from my spiritual life or particularly from my church 
life. I was younger. I was in my 20s so it's not uncommon for a 
lot of people in their 20s to experience maybe some 
disintegration between faith and career because they haven't 
practiced the disciplines that would make that integration 
possible or maybe they're really early in their work so they're 
incredibly busy and they're less focused. 

Brian Gray: 04:37 For me, it was also connected to the fact that I don't think that 
we had an imagination for how the sciences could be a part of 
the worship of God, a mission to society for a Christian to 
participate in at my church. They weren't ... Certainly there was 
no one at my church who was opposed to that, but they just 
weren't thinking in that direction and weren't, in essence, 
nurturing my own imagination for that in my career. 

Joanna Meyer: 04:59 It was fascinating. At the event, Brian was facilitating a panel 
and before he launched into asking them questions, he took a 
moment to affirm and apologize to the scientists in the room. It 
was fascinating because we have a lot of scientists in the Denver 
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Metro area whether it's the research universities, national 
laboratories like Renewable Energy Lab, [NOAA 00:05:17] doing 
weather research, aerospace. There are a ton of scientifically-
minded people. Brian took a moment and apologized to them 
for the ways the church had never recognized the gifts that they 
had and ways that they may have been hurt through biases that 
the church had in an anti-science direction. What grabbed me 
was the emotion in the room as people received that apology. 

Brian Gray: 05:38 It was audible. 

Joanna Meyer: 05:39 Yes. 

Brian Gray: 05:39 There was like- 

Joanna Meyer: 05:40 You could tangibly feel it. 

Brian Gray: 05:41 There was like an audible almost response or kind of a ... Not a 
gasp, but like a sigh. It was like gratitude. I was a bit taken back 
by it. 

Joanna Meyer: 05:48 Yeah. 

Brian Gray: 05:49 I was really surprised. 

Joanna Meyer: 05:49 I was astonished, but as I talked to scientists leading up to 
planning the event, I talked to a number of scientists and it 
wasn't unusual that they would say "If people really understood 
the full scope of how I inter combine, sorry, inter combine my 
faith and work, I don't know if they would really understand the 
way that I can bring both faith and science together." It's not an 
either-or proposition, and sometimes when people are open 
about their scientific beliefs, they'll get strong pushback. They'll 
be asked to not lead a bible study in their youth group at the 
church simply because they're open to ideas about evolution. I 
think there's room for more nuanced discussion around faith 
and science which we'll hear today. 

Joanna Meyer: 06:26 So Brian, tell us a little bit more about Praveen Sethupathy and 
why it's worth people listening in. 

Brian Gray: 06:32 I can tell you a little bit about his bio in a second, but I think the 
more intriguing thing about him is his reflective nature in terms 
of he's thinking really, really deeply not only about his work in 
genetics, but he's thinking really deeply about his faith and 
thinking, most importantly for us, thinking really deeply about 
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the integration of the two together not as separate entities. So I 
feel like he does that in way that's really winsome, that isn't 
brow-bashing to one community or the other. "Look how you've 
ignored sciences. Look how you have tried to operate in a 
Godless world. Oh, church, look how you've ignored these 
things." He just is a really winsome bridge-builder, I think, 
between the two. We got to share ... After Joanna picked him 
up from the airport, we went and had vegetarian. He's a 
vegetarian. 

Joanna Meyer: 07:18 Yeah. 

Brian Gray: 07:19 Right? So we went to this vegetarian restaurant which I 
remember for two reasons. One, how good my vegetarian lunch 
was, but the second was just how winsome this guy was. 

Joanna Meyer: 07:28 Totally. 

Brian Gray: 07:28 There wasn't a ... He's not argumentative. He's not ... He's just ... 
I think would be an incredible voice that we would want 
representing people of faith in the sciences. It just felt like 
"Thank goodness this guy exists and is out there." 

Joanna Meyer: 07:43 He has this beautiful pastoral influence- 

Brian Gray: 07:45 That's good. 

Joanna Meyer: 07:45 ... in his lab at the university. So he's amazing to listen to. I can't 
wait for you guys to hear what he has to say. 

Brian Gray: 07:53 Yeah. So Praveen was our keynote speaker at the Callings and 
Conflict event. We're going to listen to a part of his talk, I think 
majority of his keynote talk that he gave on that for the podcast 
next. Praveen, his background is receiving his PhD in genomics 
from the University of Pennsylvania. After post-doc work at the 
National Human Genome Research Institute, he was working 
there with Dr. Francis Collins. He served as an assistant 
professor in the Department of Genetics at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He's authored well over 70 
publications and he's been a reviewer in 30 different peer 
review journals, and he also serves on the Board of Directors of 
[BioLogos 00:08:29] who Joanna mentioned a second ago there, 
a nonprofit that promotes the harmony of science and biblical 
faith. 
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Brian Gray: 08:35 So next, we're going to listen to Praveen's talk from that event, 
Callings and Conflict. 

P Sethupathy: 08:45 So I'm a scientist. Therefore, I am firmly committed to the 
empirical pursuit of knowledge, making observations and 
gathering tangible data to test hypotheses, but on the other 
hand, I'm a person of deep faith in Christ and in truths that I 
believe science alone cannot illuminate. So I've committed my 
life to both science and faith. They don't occupy separate parts 
of my brain as some colleagues might think. They don't 
represent multiple personalities as far as I'm aware. They really 
do co-mingle as partners. 

P Sethupathy: 09:24 It is genuinely a very, very exciting time to do science. I know 
scientists in every era say this, but I do genuinely feel, 
particularly in fields such as genomics or neuroscience, it feels 
like we're in a new frontier. But at the same time, we are 
definitely also at a cultural crossroads in terms of the role that 
science and scientists play in shaping our worldviews. Some 
suggest that science is the sole arbiter of truth and it's the only 
foundation for human value and purpose. Others, on the other 
hand, are increasingly suspicious and wary of science and 
scientists because they believe that there's an agenda, there's 
an attempt to marginalize people of faith. 

P Sethupathy: 10:12 As a scientist and a professor and a committed Christian, I have 
a front row seat to this present-day culture war between 
science and faith. I've been pitied by some of my colleagues 
who view my faith as untested or antiquated, and I've also been 
perceived as a threat by some brothers and sisters in the 
Church, capital C, who assume that I am advocating science as 
the default ultimate answer to all things. So I'm often cornered 
into this question of God or science. I'm cornered by both sides, 
but this question, I believe, is misguided. I think it reflects a 
distorted understanding of both science as well as the Christian 
faith. 

P Sethupathy: 11:01 It's worth pointing out that this culture war we're talking about, 
it's a relatively recent one. For most of recorded history, science 
and faith have actually been peaceful co-laborers in what I call 
the pursuit of truth. One very prominent individual who 
exemplified this is one of my favorite scientists, Johannes 
Kepler. He's a famous German thinker and scientist from the 
17th century and he established the laws of planetary motion. I 
believe he's credited with bringing up the field of celestial 
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mechanics, and he's considered among the greatest 
astronomers and mathematicians of all time. 

P Sethupathy: 11:37 In one of his most famous scientific treatises, Kepler starts with 
the following words. As I read this, imagine an article in nature 
or science today starting with these words, okay? "I commence 
a most sacred discourse, a most true hymn to God the founder, 
and I judge it to be piety not to sacrifice many bulls to Him or to 
burn incense or innumerable perfumes, but first to learn myself 
and afterwards to teach others too how great He is in wisdom, 
how great in power, and of what sort in goodness." The thing I 
love the most about Kepler is that he didn't just fall into science 
and then hope that science and faith could be partners in the 
pursuit of truth. He was driven to science by an insatiable desire 
to learn about and celebrate God. That's the kind of harmony 
we're talking about. 

P Sethupathy: 12:38 There are countless other examples of scientists around the 
world throughout history who are driven by a firm and 
sustained belief in a creator God of order and principle. We 
should be able to use science to learn at least a little bit about 
who He is. Don't get me wrong. There have been great thinkers 
and scientists who are atheists, and I'm not at all contending 
that faith is required to do good scientific work. What I am 
saying is that there is a richer, though somewhat ignored history 
of partnership between science and faith that most appreciate 
today. The modern notion that deep faith in what cannot be 
seen is somehow in direct opposition to one's ability to do 
rigorous study of what can be seen is a fallacy. 

P Sethupathy: 13:29 Nonetheless, we do face a serious problem. There is widespread 
sentiment in our nation that science and faith are at odds, and I 
do emphasize "in our nation" because this is not necessarily 
true in other countries. A poll conducted by the Pew Research 
Center in 2015 found that approximately 60% of adults in 
America think science and faith are in conflict, and in some 
pockets in communities in our country as you might imagine, 
the percentage is much higher. There's a growing perception, 
which I do believe is inexorably linked to the very polarizing and 
damaging nature of political discourse in our country today, that 
rational scientific thought cannot co-mingle with a faith-based 
worldview. Scientists particularly in disciplines like biology, they 
often perceive the religious community to be openly hostile to 
their profession. 
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P Sethupathy: 14:21 In my experience, many scientists even think that the 
Evangelical voting block is largely responsible for the lack of 
priority in Congress given to science funding. Likewise, even 
though some prominent surveys suggest that the majority of 
Evangelicals have an overall friendly view towards science per 
se, they do have a tremendous distrust of scientists whom they 
often perceive as having an atheistic agenda or at least a desire 
to marginalize those of faith. Social scientists like Dr. Elaine 
Howard Ecklund at Rice University have done excellent work to 
show that these perceptions are mostly caricatures, but they do 
reflect what the loudest voices are saying. 

P Sethupathy: 15:10 Perceptions do matter because once trust is broken, it's 
exceedingly difficult to mend it. Every interaction between a 
scientist and a person of faith that sows distrust is like a crack in 
a foundation of the shared human pursuit of truth. With enough 
cracks, you have a chasm that forms, and with more cracks, the 
chasm widens and deepens and, before you know it, we find 
ourselves where we are today with what seems like a Grand 
Canyon separating science from faith. It seems like no one is 
actually talking with each other as this chasm widens. We're just 
getting louder and louder talking past each other. 

P Sethupathy: 15:51 In the book Religion Versus Science: What Religious People 
Really Think, Dr. Ecklund reports that over 30% of self-identified 
Evangelicals would first consult a pastor about a question on 
science. Among all other faith traditions, agnostics and atheists 
too, the average was less than 10%. Among the many problems 
that this distrust between scientists and Evangelicals creates is a 
serious and completely unnecessary crisis of faith among our 
youth. I have personally mentored students who were 
immersed as youngsters in religious environments that actively 
discouraged them from expressing their doubts or openly 
wrestling with their questions whether it was of a scientific 
nature or not. Now as students of science, they find themselves 
ill-equipped to reconcile their childhood faith with the study of 
the natural world. 

P Sethupathy: 16:49 This often leads to insecurity, even crises of faith. They feel 
confused, sometimes unsure about what it even means to be a 
Christian, what they're even allowed to ask, what they're even 
allowed to wrestle with. When I meet these students, the 
damage is so palpable and reversing it is not easy. Many fall 
through the cracks without anybody even knowing, and for 
these reasons, I'm personally very passionate about giving 
students in my sphere a space for honest inquiry. We have to 
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give our youngsters a space for that and promote the notion of 
healthy discourse in our communities. They've become so used 
to shutting out the world when it comes to questions about 
their faith, but I want them to embrace the freedom that they 
have in Christ to be reflective. 

P Sethupathy: 17:38 As a scientist and as a Christian, I have my legs dipped into both 
pools if you will. I feel as though I have this unique opportunity 
to bridge the chasm, to help build trust. Christ has called us, 
we're often fond of saying, to be ministers of reconciliation. I 
see this not only as a general calling to live a life of sacrifice in 
service of others, but also as a specific calling to mend the 
brokenness between science and faith. This matters because 
science and faith are both means by which we can come to 
know God. If we forsake one for the other, I feel as though 
we're sort of just limping along when we could be running the 
race. 

P Sethupathy: 18:21 So how do we bridge the chasm? How do we serve as ministers 
of reconciliation in the scientific workplace? There's obviously a 
lot to say on this subject, but in the interest of time, I'd like to 
share three reflections leaning on scripture that I think help lay 
a strong foundation for a conversation. 

P Sethupathy: 18:40 The first reflection is on the bible itself, some of the distrust 
that can be traced back, I believe, to a rather tortured history of 
how the bible has been misused and abused to create enmity 
with science rather unnecessarily. As followers of Christ, we 
have a high view of scripture, but to me, having a high view 
means that we strive to understand and respect what the bible 
is but also what it isn't. My view and one that is shared by many 
theologians and Christian thinkers over the centuries is that the 
bible's primary objective is not to describe the mathematical 
language or the physical laws or the chemical makeup of the 
world. It's goal is entirely different: to speak of God's 
interwoven presence in the history of mankind, His love for us, 
our need for Him, eternity, sin, redemption, restoration. The 
bible communicates these things in diverse ways through prose 
and poetry, song, parables, polemics, observational language, 
whatever way will help to best understand who God is, what 
He's done for us, and why. 

P Sethupathy: 19:54 Treating the bible as a scientific text which I'm seeing happen 
more often than is making me comfortable, it's like a robot 
reading Romeo and Juliet. The true meaning in effect is likely to 
be missed even though the words are read out. If we don't 
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prayerfully and respectfully strive to understand the richness of 
the language and the breadth and the depth of its intended 
meaning, then we'll be in danger of not only limiting the power 
of God's word in our lives but also potentially committing 
injustice in the name of the God that we love. 

P Sethupathy: 20:29 I just want you to consider the famous case of the Church's 
reaction to Galileo's supporting evidence that the sun and not 
the Earth is at the center of our solar system. We of course take 
it for granted today. Not so in his day, right? He was branded a 
heretic for his scientific views in part because they were 
perceived to be in conflict with scripture verses that today we 
would say "Oh, clearly intended to be poetic and 
observational." So we have to ask ourselves whether we are 
making any similar mistakes today not so that we can conform 
to someone's new idea of what reality is, but so that we can be 
as faithful as possible to scripture itself. 

P Sethupathy: 21:10 Are we making the bible say things that it doesn't intend to and, 
germane to our topic today, in areas of science in particular? 
These kind of mistakes, I think they not only dishonor the word 
of God, but they sow those seeds of distrust with others that 
kind of grow and grow into these entangling weeds that 
become really difficult to root out. So my first exhortation 
tonight is to be honest. Let's be honest, brutally honest about 
the mistakes that we, as the Church, have made in the past 
when it comes to science. We've got to start there. We can't 
change the past, but we can forge a different kind of path going 
forward and I think that's going to be critical for building trust 
with others over the long run. 

P Sethupathy: 21:57 All right. So second reflection, this is about our motivations for 
entering science. I have found that some of the distrust that 
scientists have cultivated toward people of faith, particularly 
Evangelical Christians, is rooted in the idea that Christians only 
care about promoting their faith and whatever vocation they 
choose is simply a vehicle for that goal, whatever occupation 
they choose. I'm sad to say that this fear and this criticism that 
is oft-leveled is not unfounded. At times, I have heard science 
being promoted in Christian communities not necessarily for its 
own sake but rather because it offers a platform. I myself, when 
I was coming up, was encouraged by some of my spiritual 
mentors to consider graduate school not necessarily for the love 
of learning or the pursuit of a passion they perceived in me, 
because it provided a means by which I could gain a larger voice 
in society. 
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P Sethupathy: 22:55 Why really should we pursue the scientific enterprise? Are 
those reasons really the reasons we should pursue science? To 
answer this, I actually want to turn to a psalm, Psalm 104. At 
first glance, this psalm doesn't seem that relevant, but bear 
with me. Okay? Most of the verses about Creation in Psalm 104 
seem to emphasize the purpose that the created entities serve. 
So the water is to quench the thirst of the wild donkeys. The 
grass is food for the cattle. The trees are for birds to make their 
nests. The mountains are for the wild goats to make a home, 
and so on. 

P Sethupathy: 23:32 But one day when I was reading this psalm, one verse stood out 
to me as very different than the rest, Verse 26. It says that the 
Leviathan was created simply so it could play in the water. This 
is remarkable. It reminds us that, while part of God's wisdom of 
course in creation is order and purpose, another part is simply 
for the fun and the pleasure of it. He takes delight in His 
Leviathan and it is evident not only from that psalm but in other 
parts of scripture which he formed apparently just so it could 
take delight in the oceans itself. 

P Sethupathy: 24:09 Then I started to think maybe this colors the way that we read 
the entire psalm. So I went back through the psalm and 
suddenly this theme of joy emerged. There was a gushing forth 
of spring in Verse 10, the singing of the birds in Verse 12, the 
wine that gladdens the human heart in Verse 15, the oil that 
makes our face shine in Verse 16. These all make it clear that 
God makes things not just to satisfy our needs like thirst and 
hunger but for pure enjoyment. I think therein lies a core truth 
of the Christian faith, that at the heart of creation is God's joy. 

P Sethupathy: 24:49 I think this is why, in Kepler's treatises, the same one actually I 
mentioned earlier, he ends ... Remember how he started? 
Here's how he ends. This is a treatise about planetary motion 
with a lot of math in it. He ends with what seems like an 
uncontrollable joyful exclamation. "I'm crying out with the royal 
psalmist," he says. "Great is our Lord. Great is His virtue and His 
wisdom. Praise Him ye heavens. Praise Him ye sun, moon, and 
planets. Use every sense for perceiving, every tongue for 
declaring your creator, to Him be praise, honor, and glory world 
without end." 

P Sethupathy: 25:29 God has been taking immense pleasure in His creation from the 
very beginning, and mankind is that part of creation that gets to 
join Him. We get to join Him, guys. How special is that? How 
precious is that? We get to delight in creation right alongside 
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our creator. To me, this is what the scientific enterprise is 
actually all about at its core, drawing near to God's joy in 
creation. The scientific lens, whatever it might have happened 
to reveal, it didn't push God out of Kepler's worldview. Instead, 
it gave him a window into just how amazing God is. It allowed 
him to peer into what Ephesians 3:10 calls the manifold wisdom 
of God. I want to dwell here just for a minute on this word 
"manifold." 

P Sethupathy: 26:21 In the English, it's sort of boring. It's a word that is essentially 
just a combination of many and fold and it means an abundance 
of different parts or forms, but the word that Paul uses in Greek 
here is [Greek 00:26:35] which is not used anywhere else in the 
New Testament. The second half of the word [Greek 00:26:43] 
means multicolored, often in the context of embroidery. So you 
might imagine that, in the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament, the word [Greek 00:26:52] might be used to 
describe Joseph's many-colored coat and you'd be right. The 
word is also used in 1 Peter and in James and other places, but 
here Paul puts the word [Greek 00:27:03] in front of it making 
the new [Greek 00:27:06]. 

P Sethupathy: 27:05 What does [Greek 00:27:08] mean? Many, multitude. So [Greek 
00:27:13] just means a multitude of multicolor. It's like he 
couldn't control himself. Right? He's clearly being very, very 
effusive here. The word is meant to evoke a sense of awe and 
wonder at how great God is, at how unsearchably vast and 
intricate His wisdom is, how tremendously multifaceted and 
multi-formed and diverse His plans are. 

P Sethupathy: 27:39 I see my daily work as a scientist as part of worship. In that way, 
it is deeply spiritually meaningful to me, even joyful. You may be 
familiar with Eric Little, famous Olympian and the main 
character of the movie Chariots of Fire who is quoted as saying 
"When I run, I feel God's pleasure." I could say the same about 
science. This pleasure is often shared by my fellow scientists 
and colleagues. Whether they are believers or not, whether 
they know God or not, they share it with me. So my second 
exhortation is to find pleasure in what you do as a scientist. Let 
pleasure and the love for the work motivate your desire to 
enter this field. Experiencing in community the pleasure of 
shared work helps build trust. 

P Sethupathy: 28:38 The third reflection is about our credibility as scientists. Another 
common misconception fueled by bad examples in the past and 
unfortunately in the present as well is that Christians who are 
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scientists are often quacks. That is that they are often not 
credible, rigorous scientists, and so their opinions and ideas on 
other matters are not to be taken seriously. St. Agustin actually 
warned about this, but I won't get into that at the moment. In 
my opinion, the most powerful way to change this kind of 
misconception is by living out an example to the contrary. 

P Sethupathy: 29:15 It says in Luke that Jesus grew in wisdom and statue and favor 
not only with God but also with fellow man. Why is it important 
that the God of all creation, the maker and sustainer of all 
things grow in reputation among mere men? Because he knew, 
I think, that it would be important to establish credibility before 
anybody would listen. It would be critical to demonstrate His 
authority before anyone would take Him seriously. If Jesus 
Himself waited patiently until His reputation grew among men, 
how much more does this apply to us? 

P Sethupathy: 29:55 A colleague of mine is a brilliant and well-known scientist. He 
once told me that he held the view for many decades that no 
person who in this day took the Christian faith seriously could 
be a rigorous scientist. Then he worked on a project with 
Francis Collins, the leader of the Human Genome Project and a 
current director of the National Institutes of Health who also 
happens to be a devout Christian. This one example changed his 
mind, he told me. Importantly, his mind was not changed 
necessarily because of any eloquent explanation that Francis 
provided for him about the harmony between science and faith. 
It changed simply by virtue of Francis establishing himself over 
years and decades of top-notch work as someone with a 
profoundly credible voice on matters of science who happened 
to be a committed Christian. 

P Sethupathy: 30:47 So my third exhortation is pursue excellence. It doesn't matter 
what the task is, how small it is, how large it is. Pursue 
excellence. Perform at your best. Show that you are dedicated 
to the work at the highest level. This will honor God for sure, 
but also that credibility that you end up gaining in science, it will 
go a long way in building trust with your colleagues on matters 
of science and faith. 

Joanna Meyer: 31:25 Was I right or was I right? That was an awesome talk. I would 
love to know from the two of you what stood out to you from 
Praveen's message. 

Dustin Moody: 31:33 Yeah. As I sat and listened to Praveen's talk, I wasn't at the 
event last year. My background is in communications. My 
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degree from college is liberal arts. No one tricked me into taking 
chemistry or biology in college. It's just never a forte of mine. 
Even so, I think the idea of just pursuing excellence in your craft 
to the glory of God and participating with God in creation is 
really valuable whether you work in the sciences, you work 
somewhere else. I just love the way that he kind of approached 
that topic of using the skills and passions that you have to go 
about the work of creation in concert with God. 

Brian Gray: 32:11 Yeah. I loved ... I was there that evening and enjoyed so much of 
Praveen's content that we just listened to, but I think what 
struck me ... Let me add a kind of behind-the-scenes look that 
actually models examples of what we just heard him talk about. 
So I direct ... Again, I direct the 5280 Fellowship and it is a 
spiritual formation and professional development program for 
early to mid-career professions from a variety of industries. One 
of the things we do in the fellowship is we get together with 
thought leaders in various industries to hear and learn from 
them in kind of a show-and-tell style of learning. 

Brian Gray: 32:42 So that night with Praveen, we had had dinner for an hour and a 
half before the event, a small group of our fellows. I brought 
eight of them just to sit and dialogue with Praveen. Amongst 
the questions and conversation that came out, he told us a little 
bit more about his research. So he is doing research around 
CRISPR/Cas9 which basically is a bacterial ... It's a bacterial 
genetic string that allows us to gene edit if you will and he's 
alluded to it. The ethical problems galore that you can just start 
imagining- 

Joanna Meyer: 33:17 I've been hearing about it in the news. 

Brian Gray: 33:18 Yeah. It's really common. NPR, there was a really, really 
fantastic radio lab. If you're ever interested in learning more 
about CRISPR/Cas9, a wonderful radio lab podcast maybe a 
couple years ago, maybe in 2017 about CRISPR/Cas9. Well it 
raises all these ethical questions. What do we go about editing? 
Well if you don't like the color of your eyes, do we try to do 
something about this? If you have a genetic disease, certainly 
we would say we want to something about that, but the point 
of this is it raises problems. 

Brian Gray: 33:47 What Praveen told the fellows that night that I thought was 
really interesting is he said "One of the unique contributions 
that a Christian working with CRISPR/Cas9 myself can bring to 
the table is that Christians in particular are really, really given to 
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the question why." So a lot of people sit around the table and 
say "What are we doing?" You become experts in excellence at 
the what of CRISPR/Cas9 or how it could be applied in a number 
of different settings, but he said the contribution of Christian 
faith is we're so caught up in appropriate ways with this 
question why. 

Brian Gray: 34:19 So he said, in essence, "I feel like I can contribute to the 
common good of humanity by bringing this emphasis and asking 
the question why we do what we do or why we apply, how we'll 
go about applying this technology in a number of places, and it 
allows, it brings my colleagues ... It's not just an ethical 
conversation, but it's raising the emphases from my tradition as 
a gift to other people which will be a gift to humanity." I 
thought that idea of asking why as the gift to the common good 
was a profound example of his point on excellence in his work 
and a real integrated aspect of his faith. 

Joanna Meyer: 34:52 I tell you. When we come away from Denver Institute events in 
the STEM fields, I'm always thinking "We need more Christians 
in the sciences. We need more Christians in technology." It has 
such a powerful influence in our world today, that we just 
desperately need good-thinking Christians in those roles. 

Brian Gray: 35:06 Sure. 

Joanna Meyer: 35:06 There were a few themes that we wanted to highlight that 
stood out to us from Praveen's message. One is just that 
scientists play a vital role in bringing the mysteries of God forth 
to His people. I love at one point how he says that he was driven 
to science by an insatiable desire to learn about and celebrate 
God. I think "Oh, how different is that?" Instead of viewing 
someone that works in the sciences with suspicion, we could 
say "Thank you for the things about God that you will reveal to 
us." 

Joanna Meyer: 35:33 I love this quote that he brings from Johannes Kepler. 
Goodness. By the end of the evening, I thought "I am going to 
name my child, a future child or pet Kepler" because it was so 
amazing. You think about it. Some of the most powerful 
scientists in history were Christians. They were met also with 
suspicion, but they had amazing worshipful look at their work in 
the sciences. Kepler said a few things in that quote. This is a 
paraphrase, but he said that his work as a scientist was a hymn 
to God and that his act of faith was not in offering sacrifices but 
to learn of God himself and afterwards to teach others how 
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great God is in wisdom, how great God is in power, and the 
nature of His goodness. 

Joanna Meyer: 36:12 I think ... I'm getting goosebumps just thinking about it, that we 
would celebrate the work of a faithful scientist as a way of 
helping us learn more about God instead of viewing them with 
suspicion. That has such potency to me. I think- 

Brian Gray: 36:24 For sure. 

Joanna Meyer: 36:24 ... it's easy to see how this could apply to a scientist or a 
researcher, but how do you think this kind of thinking about 
joining God in making His nature known plays out in the life of 
someone like a bank teller or a lawyer? 

Brian Gray: 36:38 Well one of the things that's ... We talk about this idea in the 
5280 Fellowship. One of the things that really strikes me, if you 
were to go back and reread the Genesis account in Genesis 1, 
one of the things ... Think about it from what is this telling us 
about God and what is it telling us about work. You note right 
off the bat that God's ... Not only is He a worker. I think we've 
touched on that in our podcast, but He's really evaluative about 
His own work. "This is good. This is good. This is good. It's very 
good." At one point, it's not good. Right? 

Brian Gray: 37:08 So there's this evaluative nature to the work of God. I think that 
that gives us a lot of permission and in fact calling if I can use 
this word to be about the evaluative nature in our own work to 
make sure that excellence has a really, really right place. So I 
think that the nature of grace in Christianity, it's not opposed to 
excellence. It's not opposed to striving towards what's really 
great. It opposed to trying to earn for ourselves something 
that's coming alone from God, but this idea of pursuing 
excellence is something that worships God and honors Him. So I 
think that we can apply that really broadly to every different 
profession. 

Brian Gray: 37:50 We talk in the fellowship about that there's not a tension 
between doing well and doing good. Doing well whether that's 
maximizing profit on the bottom line for your company, 
whether that's making sure that the product you're creating, 
whether that's making sure the curriculum when you're 
developing is using the best information accessible to you, that 
doing well is really, really critical for a Christian who's 
participating in a broadly skeptical and post-Christian culture. 
But do that at the same time that we do good. We examine our 
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own reasons, our own why behind that excellence, that's it not 
for our own striving, it's not for our own earning, it's not purely 
for resume-building, it's not climbing in the industry, but it's 
because that excellence both worships God and serves 
humanity. So doing well at our work or excellently and going 
good are really integrated concepts for the creative Christian 
how doesn't see them as pit against each other. 

Joanna Meyer: 38:42 Yeah. I think key themes to me also stand out as what are the 
opportunities in leverage that you have in your unique role. As 
you think about Praveen's role and asking questions of why 
related to genetic research, someone who's a bank teller or a 
lawyer, the questions are different. What are the unique 
opportunities and influence that you have in that role? I think 
about friends I have in town that work in the construction 
industry, and I go "Wow. Your unique leverage is job creation. 
You have a powerful-" 

Brian Gray: 39:09 Yeah. 

Joanna Meyer: 39:09 "... role in shaping the construction and the vision of our city but 
also in the roles that you're creating for people and the 
opportunities there." That's really, really powerful, but 
everyone's ... It's going to be different for every person so you 
have to be able to lean into that and saying "For my role in the 
organization, what opportunities do I have to address needs? 
Also what leverage do I have for where I am and where I'm 
positioned?" 

Dustin Moody: 39:29 What does reconciliation look like in those different aspects? 
We use the verse from Colossians that Paul talks about through 
Christ, God was reconciling all things to Himself. We here the 
word reconcile a lot in the context of a lot of times race 
reconciliation and things like that, but in your profession, in 
your job, in your industry, what are the decisions that need to 
be brought to light? What are the areas of reconciliation either 
with people or with the work that we each can bring? 

Brian Gray: 39:56 Or what's an aspect of brokenness? I mean even as you bring 
that concept up, the idea of all things is a super, super terribly 
complicated Greek phrase. You have to go to seminary and 
study tons of Greek to know that it means all things. 

Joanna Meyer: 40:08 All things means all things, right? 
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Brian Gray: 40:09 Yeah, all things means all things. That cost me a lot of money in 
tuition at Denver Seminary, but I just say that there's ... As we 
look into all the different aspects of our work, we can find 
places where there's either something that's broken or there's 
something that doesn't fit with God's vision for how it could be. 
Even to connect to this idea of excellence and to connect to this 
[inaudible 00:40:29] one idea, I mean it could be better and we 
don't want to do that on an obsessive level, but it's like "Hey, I 
could look at something in my work and say it could be better. I 
think that pleases and honors God." That's a place where we 
can be about the reconciliation of all things. 

Joanna Meyer: 40:42 Yeah. Or it is beautiful. I love that, in everyone's daily work, we 
balance what is broken and what is beautiful. I think about the 
truth that is coming to light through genomic research and I go 
"That's a beauty. That's a knowledge of God's created world 
that's happening there." Of course, it has potential for great 
brokenness, ethical- 

Brian Gray: 41:00 For sure. 

Joanna Meyer: 41:00 ... conflict galore. So we need people who are vitally engaged in 
both the beauty and the brokenness of that field. 

Brian Gray: 41:07 That's a good word. 

Joanna Meyer: 41:07 So I'm curious to know what's one thing you'd like to do, 
listeners to do as a result of this discussion. 

Brian Gray: 41:13 Yeah, let me go first. I ... I'll say upfront that I'm at risk of 
projecting from my own story, but I do remember being a young 
believer studying the sciences and realizing that I had some 
tensions between what I was understanding in my development 
as a student of the sciences and my traditional understandings 
that I was getting from my faith tradition. The result of that is I 
felt a lot of fear. I felt like someone's lying to me or this isn't all 
working out and I didn't know what to do with it because there 
weren't vibrant conversations happening around those with just 
some real honesty and dialogue. 

Brian Gray: 41:50 I would just suggest that a lot of people who probably could link 
some of the doubts they've had about their own faith to some 
aspects about developments that have come out of the 
sciences. So for me, what I would encourage listeners to do is to 
start by going back and examining the relationship of their faith 
or Christian tradition. Maybe you didn't grow up in the church, 
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but the relationship of your faith tradition to the sciences. What 
we were some of the- 

Joanna Meyer: 42:13 Amen. Amen. 

Brian Gray: 42:13 What were some of the messages that were there? What are 
those potentially bringing to light? Then part B of that is then go 
sit down with people who are part of your faith community, go 
to your church, who are professionals in the sciences and just 
have dialogue and learn and say "How do you navigate these 
tensions? How do you feel about them? Are they tensions at 
all? How can I learn?" So I think both examining your own 
history and then talking with trusted voices and friends how are 
working these tensions out together would be really important. 

Joanna Meyer: 42:43 Yeah, I definitely echo that, Brian. There may be people who are 
listening who may be newer in the faith or didn't grow up in a 
faith tradition that had suspicion towards the scientists. So they 
may think "I don't even know what you're talking about, Brian," 
but the reality is for people of certain faith traditions -- I would 
put myself in that camp -- there is a real suspicion of the 
sciences. We're seeing it today. It was fascinating because I 
think it affects our public witness as Christians. 

Joanna Meyer: 43:08 I was interacting with someone in public and telling them about 
our upcoming God, Energy, and the Environment event, and she 
looked at me. She said "You mean you're actually getting 
Christians to have a thoughtful conversation about the 
sciences? Christians can be environmentally-minded?" My heart 
just sank because I thought "We have done such an absolutely 
lousy job in our public witness because we haven't been 
thoughtful in how we've engaged some of these key issues." 

Joanna Meyer: 43:32 Anyway, I'm pounding the table as I talk about that, but to build 
on what Brian said, I would learn a little bit, challenge you to 
learn more a little bit about the tension of faith and science in 
American history in particular, like you head back to the early to 
middle of last century and the rise of Fundamentalism, 
encouraging you to do some church history research, but to 
understand what were some of the cultural dynamics that were 
going on that led to this almost knee-jerk reaction against the 
scientists. If you want to google certain events, things like the 
Scopes Monkey Trial which was popularized in the movie Inherit 
the Wind, it gives you a little context for how this conversation 
gained so much steam. I would totally encourage you to do that. 
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Joanna Meyer: 44:15 Dustin, how about you? 

Dustin Moody: 44:17 Yeah. I think my challenge would be for those of us who don't 
work in a science field to think about our daily work as an 
aspect of creation, to kind of prepare our minds on the way in 
whether that's commute or whatever that looks like, but "How 
am I engaging with God through this work today? What's my 
opportunity to move from brokenness to beauty?" 

Joanna Meyer: 44:39 That is so cool. So, so cool. 

Brian Gray: 44:41 Yeah. So if you have felt either some of the tensions that 
Praveen alluded to or, heck, if you are just listening to Praveen 
and thinking "I'd love to sit and have soup and salad with a 
person like that," he's more charming than you might actually- 

Joanna Meyer: 44:53 Soup and salad? 

Brian Gray: 44:54 ... think. Yes, it was a soup and salad dinner in Golden, 
Colorado. These are the type of dialogues, the types of thought 
leaders, and the types of practices that we try to build the 5280 
Fellowship around. I talked about it already briefly, but if you'd 
like to learn more about 5280 Fellows, you go to 
5280fellows.com, and coming up in March and April of this year, 
we'll be accepting applications for our 2019 class which will 
begin in September. We would be happy to talk to you more 
about that. You could just use the podcast@denverinstitute.org 
email that Dustin mentioned earlier. If you got any questions or 
want to learn more, just email there and somebody will get 
back to you on it. 

Joanna Meyer: 45:32 If you're intrigued by Praveen's talk and want to learn more, we 
are putting together a free online course at scatter.org that 
explores more of this territory shared by faith and science. It'd 
be great to share with a friend if you know that they might be 
wrestling with some of these concepts. The course will be 
available soon and you can go to scatter.org and you can leave 
your email to know exactly when it will become live when it's 
released. So just go to scatter.org to learn more. 

Joanna Meyer: 45:57 I also would encourage people, if you really have some deep 
questions about the integration of faith and science, I 
encourage you to visit the website of one of our partners for 
this event. It's called, it's biologos.org. It's a national body of 
Christians working in the sciences who specifically thoughtfully 
engage from a biblical view questions related to evolution and 



 

 

 

S2E1: Science & Scripture Page 21 of 21 
 

other kind of sticky topics. It's a wonderful resource. They are at 
biologos.org. 

Brian Gray: 46:23 Really accessible stuff too. 

Joanna Meyer: 46:24 Yeah. 

Brian Gray: 46:25 It's really readable. It's not just pure science [nerdery 00:46:27]. 

Joanna Meyer: 46:27 Yeah. Praveen's on their board and just wonderful website. 

Dustin Moody: 46:30 We'll have all of these links and resources in the show notes as 
always. If you're listening, we'd love for you to subscribe to the 
podcast on whatever platform you're listening on. We are now 
available on Spotify which is fun news. Leave reviews, share 
with a friend, let us know what you thought about this episode, 
previous episodes, or what you'd like to see in upcoming 
episodes. As I mentioned at the top of the show, email us at 
podcast@denver.org with feedback and questions. We're 
looking forward to hearing from you. We're looking forward to 
doing a Q&A episode later in the season. So thanks for listening. 

 


