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Dustin Moody: 00:02 Hello and welcome to the Faith and Work Podcast where we 
explore our everyday work in God's world. The Faith and Work 
Podcast is produced and hosted by Denver Institute for Faith 
and Work. I'm Dustin Moody. I serve as the Director of 
Communications at Denver Institute and I'm excited to share 
this week's episode with you. I want to start by saying thank 
you. Thanks to you we recently celebrated what is, for us at 
least, a pretty big milestone of 10,000 podcast downloads. 
We're grateful for each of you who have listened, shared the 
podcast with your friends and family, given us a rating or review 
and shared your feedback. We love bringing you engaging 
conversations and topics that challenge the ways that we think 
about our work, so thanks for listening. 

Dustin Moody: 00:39 A few months ago in the middle of winter in Denver, we hosted 
an event called Faith in the Public Square. We talked about 
what it looked like to engage people across a diversity of beliefs 
and backgrounds and remain true to our faith convictions. Part 
of the event featured a panel discussion where I got to 
interview three people with public or noteworthy jobs and hear 
how they navigate the intersection of public life and their 
Christian faith. We're sharing that panel discussion on today's 
podcast because it was such a good and honest example of how 
people integrate their faith and their work in the public square. 
So here's who you'll hear from in this panel discussion. 

Dustin Moody: 01:13 Angela Evans is a senior editor at Boulder Weekly where she 
writes news and feature stories about politics, immigration, 
public health, and the environment. She's been recognized for 
her work by the Society of Professional Journalists and from the 
Association of Alternative News Media. Angela is also a past 
participant of our 5280 Fellowship Program. 

Dustin Moody: 01:31 Hilary Oswald is editor of 5280 Home and 5280 Health 
Magazines, two prominent home and lifestyle publications in 
Denver. Hilary has also written for Consumer Reports Health, 
the Chicago Tribune and Mountain Living. Hilary completed her 
undergraduate work at Davidson College and earned a master's 
degree in journalism from Northwestern University. 

Dustin Moody: 01:50 Finally, Linda Olson joins us on the panel. Linda serves as the 
mayor of Inglewood, Colorado, just Southwest of Denver. Linda 
also serves as Executive Director of Learning Communities and 
Civic Engagement at the University of Denver and as Faculty 
Director of the school's Pioneer Leadership Program. And Linda 
received her PhD from the University of Denver. I hope you 
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enjoyed this wide ranging discussion of faith, work, social media 
and what it means to be a Christian in the public square. 

Dustin Moody: 02:17 It's really exciting to talk to each of you. As I said earlier, we're 
going to have some questions for you individually and then I 
want to spend some time kind of taking a broader look at faith 
and work in each our practices. We are going to have some time 
at the end for question and answer. So if there's something that 
comes to mind that you're curious about from any of our 
panelists, just keep those in mind, write them down and then 
we'll have some time before we dismiss tonight for audience Q 
and A. And Angela, I want to start with you, as you write in 
Boulder Weekly. Do you want to mention some of the things 
that you cover and they're really mundane topics like 
immigration and gun control and the environment. I'm curious 
how your faith informs both the stories that you choose and 
pursue and how it informs your writing of those stories. 

Angela Evans: 02:55 Yeah, I think it informs it a lot. The one thing, I forget if it was 
Brian or Jeff saying, talking about finding common ground. I 
think there's a lot of common ground to be had and especially in 
a newspaper like mine that is very social justice minded, that 
really looks at certain issues that are maybe headlines and even 
spot news and dives deeper and really looks at trying to bring 
up the human perspective in it and the humanity of the people 
that are involved in it or affected by it. And so I would say pretty 
much everything I write about is really informed by my faith. 
And sometimes you do have to take assignments. I don't so 
much anymore, but I can look at those and I've never had to 
decline a story because I think there's always room for that 
common ground. 

Dustin Moody: 03:43 We've talked a lot tonight about tensions in our professions and 
faith is one of them obviously, but in the media, economics is 
one as well. Few people would go into local news for the 
money. So I'm curious what journalism and writing means for 
you as part of your calling. 

Angela Evans: 03:58 Yeah, it's definitely my calling. I think even in my newsroom, I 
would say all the reporters that I work with are really driven, 
Christian or not, driven by the work that we do. And we really 
see it as a public service and I think in order to kind of still be in 
it and still be kind of fighting the fight for journalism, you really 
have to be in it for that calling or passion or whatever you want 
to call it because it's hard. It can be really difficult and if you 
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don't have that motivation behind it, it would be hard to keep 
going. 

Dustin Moody: 04:27 I'm wondering if one of the things that are hard recently is what 
we hear publicly about news and journalism. I was at an event 
recently. It was actually another media panel because I clearly 
have exciting Thursday nights. And as editor, the local local 
editor was making the case for journalism as being essential to 
democracy and based on the composition of the group, we 
were all in agreement with them, but that doesn't seem to be 
the case more broadly. We hear a lot of things about fake news, 
accusations of being the enemy of the people and I know that 
you as both a Christian and a journalist have a high regard for 
the truth and a high regard for accuracy. So how do you receive 
those accusations? How do you internalize those? 

Angela Evans: 05:02 Yeah, I mean I think whether people know it or not, I think 
everyone probably lives out the fact that journalism is essential 
to democracy. Just to kind of break that down, without giving 
too much of a history lesson, the free press is for the state of 
democracy. We can't have a functioning democracy unless we 
have an informed people who are the ones voting, the people in 
power into place or the free press exposing things that then 
makes you change your vote. So it really is essential as a public 
service to the entire way our society is made up and what it was 
founded on. But like we kind of talked about social media has 
changed that a lot. And where before it was a symbiotic 
relationship where the government or people in power or 
pretty much anybody needed the press to get their messaging 
out and kind of were willing to take the risk of, well they might 
be critical of it or they might not say it exactly right, but I still 
need them. 

Angela Evans: 05:58 I still need them to get that message out, so I'm going to talk to 
them. Now they don't necessarily need it. So there's this 
perception that they don't need us, that they, whether it's in 
our office, we joke about Daryl sitting on his underwear in the 
couch, sending something out or the President of United States 
sending out whatever that he wants. They now can control the 
messaging or think that they can. And so when you push back 
on that a little bit, it's no longer seen as symbiotic. It's seen as 
antagonistic. And so it becomes really hard for us to do our jobs. 
And to be fair, this actually, I would say this started under 
Obama because that's really the age of social media. We now go 
to communications people, we don't go to the experts in the 
government or the experts in this company. 



 
 

S3E7: Christians in the Public Square Page 4 of 15 
 

Angela Evans: 06:39 They send us all through different PR people and we have to do 
it all on email. We can't have a conversation where I can push 
back or you can explain something that I might not be 
understanding that then will better inform my article. So that 
was kind of maybe the first part of your question, how I handle 
the accusations. I think it's just like anything as a Christian, you 
just can't get offended. You can't take it personally and you can 
try, or at least I try to listen to people, hear where they're at 
and find that common ground and then say, but this is why I 
think it's important. Yeah. 

Dustin Moody: 07:14 Linda, I want to jump to you real quick, not as the writer of 
journalism, but as someone who is the subject of journalism. 

Linda Olson: 07:19 True. 

Dustin Moody: 07:20 You've not had an easy tenure the last couple of years. You've 
not had an easy tenure on the city council the last couple of 
years. 

Linda Olson: 07:25 Have you been reading? 

Dustin Moody: 07:26 I have. I have. 

Linda Olson: 07:28 Is it on okay? 

Dustin Moody: 07:30 Yeah. And you faced some criticism. And you faced some 
pushback from citizens. And I'm curious, what does faithful 
engagement look like when you're facing those headwinds? 

Linda Olson: 07:38 Ah, well first of all, thank you for putting this together. All of 
you. I just, I think this kind of a setting and the kind of 
conversations that we're having tonight are so lacking in the 
world today and for those of us of faith, they're really important 
in our own development, in our own living, our lives, in ways 
that we want for the futures that we hope we can have. So 
thank you for doing this and for having the questions. Yeah, 
media is interesting. When I first got on council and so I, one 
thing that I think he's going to ask me is what do you not know 
that you should know is that most mayors and most city 
councils are just sort of part time servants that do what we do 
on top of a full time job. 

Linda Olson: 08:15 So I'm a full time professor running a program at the University 
of Denver for undergraduates in leadership studies and so it's a 
pretty taxing job and I ran for office and I'm always really good 
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at throwing my notes on the floor both as a professor and as. 
But I think what I thought it was going to be like to be on council 
and then what it became with even the first week had to do 
with some ways in which media handled some things. And my 
biggest shock was that when someone else tells your story, it 
doesn't sound like your story and I'll bet that's what you hear 
maybe from others at the same time. 

Linda Olson: 08:48 And so the one thing that I've learned is one is to realize there 
are different ways that people perceive what's happening and 
to not take it so personally. And then secondly to realize that we 
really need strong journalism. We need people who have critical 
minds who are writing for us. We need to have people who are 
critical readers and thoughtful about what they take in to hold 
journalism and our whole free speech movement to the feet, to 
the fire. 

Linda Olson: 09:13 Because without it, we really are going to destroy ourselves as a 
democracy, as a Republic I think. So I appreciate being here with 
both of you because my sense is that you take it very seriously. I 
have invited the editor of the newspaper that often puts stuff in 
several times to coffee, which is not taking me up on and I think 
that's weird. So, but people, he'd rather have me send my 
answers in an email certainly a lot quicker for me and certainly I 
control the message, but it's not really the way to develop an 
understanding of why I'm saying what I'm saying. But we have 
got to have folks who are taking seriously writing about what's 
going on in our politics, in our daily lives. We need it. 

Dustin Moody: 09:51 Let's talk a little about city council meetings. 

Linda Olson: 09:54 Oh my goodness. You want to jump right in? 

Dustin Moody: 09:56 Yeah, I shared with Linda earlier. 

Linda Olson: 09:57 Have you been watching? 

Dustin Moody: 09:58 I have not been watching yours. 

Linda Olson: 10:00 I challenge you all on a Monday night, live streaming and go it, 
you will see something you have never seen before and 
probably will not see in any other city. We have some very 
interesting things going on. 

Dustin Moody: 10:10 You do. You do. And I was telling Linda earlier, my dad served 
on our city council for about nine years when I was growing up. 
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And I remember attending some of the meetings with him, I 
was a very interesting middle schooler. 

Linda Olson: 10:19 Good for you. 

Dustin Moody: 10:20 But the stories you stories that I remember are the bad 
examples. 

Linda Olson: 10:23 Yes. Yes. 

Dustin Moody: 10:23 The stories that I remember are the people who did not want to 
engage in dialogue but wanted to pontificate on something. So 
I'm curious from your perspective, what good examples are you 
seeing in city interaction, in faith communities, in changing or 
serving the better of our city? 

Linda Olson: 10:37 Yeah. Well thanks for asking that because we were, I was just 
sharing a voicemail with him, which was full of F bombs and it's 
just like I would share it with you except it's so offensive. That's 
a bad example. But mostly on a Monday night we pass some 
really great things and get some really super things done. So 
one of the things I'm most excited about right now, which is a 
good story, is that the Tri-Cities, which is shared in Littleton and 
Inglewood, have formed a policy group together with all three 
councils, each mayor and then several pastors in the 
communities, all three communities, all health network, all of 
our first responders to homelessness to develop more a 
coordinated policy around homelessness. Matter of fact, we 
were supposed to meet this morning, we had to cancel it, but 
we're looking at what does it mean to have a camping ban? 

Linda Olson: 11:23 Denver has, what are we doing? And there's of course citizens in 
our communities that want a camping ban. We have problems 
around the Platt and it's problems with water and so forth that 
you don't want to be drinking and so there's all these things. 
But this group has decided we're going to be thoughtful 
together because we know this is a regional problem. It's not 
just one city and another. So that's been very exciting. We have 
some economic development going on in the city of Inglewood. 
That's very, very cool. If you haven't been to Inglewood 
downtown recently, there are just some really great places to 
hang out, meet your friends. We met at the grand, that's how 
the first time I met Jeff. 

Linda Olson: 11:55 And so there are also neighborhoods that just really love their 
neighbors and they really care about it. And we have a couple of 
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pastors and people in community that aren't necessarily in the 
faith communities that want to be more neighborly and so 
there's that movement to want to do that. We also have a 
group of about five to eight that come out every Monday night 
that are just really destructive and that's the hardest thing to 
deal with because you could get a sense that that's all it's about. 
But it does definitely drain everybody. It's that small negative 
group all the time. 

Dustin Moody: 12:28 Before we jump to Hillary, I want to talk about your actual day 
job and your work as a leader of the leadership program at D.U. 
I'm curious both as a researcher and a professor and an 
instructor, what leadership qualities are lacking right now in our 
public discourse? And how can Christians lean into those and be 
better at that? 

Linda Olson: 12:45 Humility and we talked about it already tonight. A number of 
the things that were said tonight, I was taking down notes, 
going yep, yep, yep, yep. Those are some of the things I wrote 
down and knowing some of the questions ahead of time. I do 
think humility and I think, did you call it humility and bravery? I 
would say I wrote down before I came here or maybe, yeah, it 
was humility and courage. So those are seen as almost 
antithetical, but they're not. I do think that courage for self and 
others, not just your ideas, but for other people as well to stand 
up for self and others, it takes a lot. But there has to be some 
humility in it that you may don't have all the answers either. 
And I think in the political realm, I never thought of myself as a 
politician. 

Linda Olson: 13:26 If you asked anybody that I grew up with when I was a kid, they 
would've said, no way would she be doing what she's doing and 
really truly and here I am. So you too, every single one of you 
should think about running for some office at some point. Not 
because you will, but because you should go through the 
exercise of thinking about who in the world is leading you and 
could you operate in a way that was in line with your ethics in 
line with your own sense of wanting to be humble. So as I 
watched my students grow over the course of the four years, I 
just, I teach an ethics class every quarter and we just finished 
today for this winter quarter system we're on. And one of the 
things I've noticed in their cataloging their growth as leaders is 
that they become less leader centric in more leadership full. 
Leadership as a process in something that others are engaged in 
and not so much about the self anymore. And to me that's 
developing humility. 
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Dustin Moody: 14:18 Yeah. Hilary, you spend most of your time on a different side of 
journalism than Angela does, but I was reading some of your 
articles and what it seems like today, a lot of the things that are 
designed around lifestyle, interior built environment, seems to 
be a little superficial. Kind of what gets the most clicks and likes 
on Instagram, but you tend to take a different approach. And 
there's a depth and you seem to have a why behind what you 
do. And I'm curious as a taste maker what role hospitality plays 
and a biblical view of hospitality plays in your work? 

Hilary Oswald: 14:46 It's always funny. A taste maker. That's funny. That sounds like 
something Joanna said to you. 

Dustin Moody: 14:50 Well yeah, you're the Editor of 5280 Home. 

Hilary Oswald: 14:51 Yeah, I think when you're thinking of a consumer magazine, 
yeah, you're sort of, we're thinking about not just reflecting a 
standard, but maybe setting one too. So I think when you're a 
journalist you're thinking about where does my beat play out in 
the culture. Right. And I think home design is having a moment 
that maybe started when HGTV started awhile ago, 25 years 
ago. And it continues on today. I always laugh when people tell 
me they go to Waco, Texas for vacation. I'm like, oh wow, 
interior design is definitely having a moment if someone can get 
you to go to Waco, sorry, sorry if you're from Waco. And so I 
think that there is pressure on me to think about how do we tell 
stories of people's homes, which can feel superficial or 
unimportant maybe. And we think a lot about, well my team 
and I think a lot about what are the stories behind those 
homes? What's the lifestyle that's happening there? How are 
people using their homes? 

Hilary Oswald: 15:46 I think homes for Christians are gifts and tools and I think you're 
getting to that when you're asking about hospitality. And so I try 
explicitly and implicitly at the magazine to convey the life 
behind a home and the value of hospitality. I think so much of 
what we talk about as the contentiousness in the public sphere 
is countered like one really easy counter to that is inviting 
someone to your home and sharing it. And I think it's really hard 
to yell about economics or politics over a stack of meatballs. 
And that sounds a little bit silly, but scripture is full of 
admonition to open your home, invite somebody in, and I'm 
always conscious as the editor of a design magazine not to tell 
stories in such a way that makes people think their homes are 
only good things if they look like beautiful pictures. 
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Dustin Moody: 16:40 You wrote recently, you said, "This gig is dreamy. I spend my 
working hours making a magazine full of spaces, people and 
ideas that influence and reflect Denver's aesthetic as it exists in 
our homes and public spaces. Searching for and celebrating 
beauty or worthy activities, and I want our magazine to 
encourage those pursuits." I'm curious why you think those are 
worthy activities and what part of your calling plays out in that? 

Hilary Oswald: 17:03 "Because God is where all the beautiful things come from," as 
CS Lewis said. I think as makers of when we turn chaos into 
order, when we invest in beauty, we reflect a little bit of who 
God is. We're image bearers. I think when we share that with 
other people, we end up loving them well. I mean I think my 
home is not a fancy home, but it's a home that I invest in 
because people live there. We open it up often. Hospitality is a 
gift to the giver too and I think anytime that we can point 
people to beauty and make them feel comfortable in it and we 
have a little lens into what God is like. 

Dustin Moody: 17:44 It would be easy to assume that you have a really fun job and 
I'm sure you do, but you also work with people. We're all 
broken people. Johanna was sharing a story about how you 
navigated the tensions of publishing a story on healthcare that 
you actually didn't agree with. How do you come up against 
those things and have those discussions with colleagues and 
peers that your voice may not be the last straw? 

Hilary Oswald: 18:05 Sometimes my voice isn't and that's hard because my name's at 
the top of the masthead. How do I maneuver those? Sometimes 
well and sometimes poorly. I think the thing that's really 
distinctive to me, and it's something that we talked a little bit 
about tonight, is that when you're a Christian and you're in an 
environment where you are definitely the minority, I think the 
thing that's hard for me to figure out how to address is that 
people see my worldview as maybe quaint or because it's tied 
to an orthodoxy and their worldview as the norm. It's your 
being difficult and unusual and strange and we are just sharing 
the viewpoint of everybody else. And so I think the failure to, 
the challenge to lovingly show my colleagues that their 
viewpoint is also a kind of orthodoxy. It is a God they're 
worshiping. 

Hilary Oswald: 19:05 And really I think so much of what we see in Denver in particular 
culturally and religiously is this sort of pluralism that says, you 
do you. But there's a failure to see there are liturgies attached 
to humanism or relativism or secularism or whatever. And so I 
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think it's easy to just, so I guess what I'm saying is when I have 
those conversations often it is hard. And I tried to do them with 
humility and I get frustrated when I'm dismissed as sort of that 
sweet Christian girl who is kind of strange. I don't know if that 
answers your question because I don't have like a path forward 
always, but we're just kind of wrestling in the middle of that 
sometimes. 

Dustin Moody: 19:42 We're all wrestling with that. One question that I have for each 
of you and Linda if it's okay, we'll start with you, is around this 
idea of agency and power and influence. And we sometimes 
we're recoil at that idea of agency, but if we're honest, we each 
of us in this room have it and you all have it in your professions. 
I'm curious how your Christian worldview influences how you 
use that agency or employ that agency and what have you 
learned from that? 

Linda Olson: 20:06 That's a really deep question. When I look at the life of Christ, 
his whole life was one of giving up power in many ways. And 
what he ultimately did for us was really relinquishing power and 
then regaining it in a different way. And I have to remind myself 
of that. I'm not a power seeker. I never have been. And maybe 
that's why I always think of, gosh, how did I end up in this 
position? I'm just sort of that accidental politician because I 
wanted to serve. So I really view power as something that is 
important obviously to the human kind of condition and the 
way to improve our lives and it has to be shared. And if it's not, 
it will be very destructive often. 

Linda Olson: 20:48 So I'm constantly thinking about, and maybe that's why politics 
is kind of good because I'm thinking about how can 
constituents, how can people be engaged and how can we 
share the burden of whatever it is we're trying to overcome or 
create the new world that we want together and the 
neighborhoods we want. And snow removal the way we want 
or whatever it is. So I don't know if that answers, but I do think 
the model of Christ is really significant for that for me. It's not 
about holding power, it's about giving up power and sharing it, 
or whatever we think we have. 

Hilary Oswald: 21:20 Angela might agree with me. I think when you're a journalist, 
one of the places of power you have is in telling stories for other 
people and we really do try to get it right. But I think that 
tension and understanding that someone tells you something 
and then you translate it for a writer audience is a big deal. And 
I think sitting across the table from somebody and asking them 
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about their lives or their work, one of my favorite areas to cover 
that I get to cover is artists and art, public art, private art, young 
makers in our city. And when you sit down and you ask them 
about their work, there's something that activates in them or 
ignites in them that feels like a really good use of where I sit. 

Dustin Moody: 22:06 Angela, what about you? 

Angela Evans: 22:09 Yeah, I do agree kind of with both. I think using the example of 
Jesus is huge and in a way that he not only gave up his power 
for the vulnerable, the weak, the marginalized, he drew 
people's attention to those communities and he really 
highlighted them in a way that popular culture wasn't. So I think 
a lot in my work that motivates me a lot, whether it's 
immigration or homelessness, sometimes the environment, I 
don't know. Being able to be that voice for the people who 
really don't have a voice and really who don't have power and 
kind of using whatever sense of voice or power or agency, 
whatever you want to call it, to kind of broadcast their stories is 
really huge. 

Angela Evans: 22:55 And then the other way though that I did see Jesus doing it, 
which maybe informs my work a lot, especially when it comes 
to the investigative work I do, is challenging the power of the 
day and really being able to stand up to policymakers and the 
powerful people in the city or wherever and bring forward 
those questions that other communities that people are having. 
Whether it's the homeless population and being able to sit with 
them in their hurt and need. And then when I'm sitting in front 
of the city leaders, being able, maybe not specifically reciting 
those people, but ask them those questions that those people 
are so desperately asking but don't have that place to ask it. 
And challenge it and challenge the policy. And so I think it's 
both. I think yeah, it's being a voice for the voiceless, but also 
challenging the people who have the power. I saw him do that a 
lot. 

Dustin Moody: 23:52 When have you gotten public engagement wrong and what did 
you learn? 

Hilary Oswald: 23:57 I have to leave now. 

Linda Olson: 24:00 A lot of things. I don't know, I'm still thinking about the 
homeless thing. It's just such a difficult issue to be dealing with 
today. And I am on a council where it comments from my fellow 
council members have been made to the effect of, well, if 
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regarding a day shelter we have, if we put food out, the bears 
will come. And I find that so deeply disturbing in my inner soul 
when someone that I'm trying to serve with in a political realm 
thinks of homeless people experiencing homelessness as 
animals. And if you put food out, they're all going to come. So 
they're all coming from Denver. 

Linda Olson: 24:34 And so my response to that, I think a couple times has been 
really wrong. I've gotten very angry. I've tried to sort of shed 
light on them in a way that isn't really shedding light. It's making 
me feel better about my righteousness in this. And so I have had 
to really rethink how I respond to what I consider to be really 
raw, terrible comments from people who claim to be Christians 
and evangelical Christians at that. So that's been the hardest 
part for me in this job. 

Dustin Moody: 25:02 Yeah. 

Angela Evans: 25:05 I don't know it's fully public engagement, but I think where I've 
just seen journalists make mistakes. I know people don't want 
us to and wish that we didn't. But I think where I have gotten it 
wrong, one of the biggest lessons I've learned as a journalist is 
to not hide from those mistakes and to just come out. I mean, 
you have to. The ethics of journalism demand that we correct as 
quickly and as accurately as we can. And so to kind of, when you 
get that email that says, oh hey, whether it's you spelled my 
name wrong, which happens, or you got this entire fact wrong, 
you misrepresented me. You get that email, you just want to 
kind of hide and shirk away from it and be like, oh no, I didn't or 
okay, I'm sorry inside. But I can't, I have to go to my boss, I have 
to print a public declaration of correction that is now forever on 
the story. No matter how hard I worked on it, if I got one thing 
wrong, it's always going to have a correction at the bottom of it. 

Angela Evans: 26:00 And so I think where I have gotten it wrong, which I'm sure 
there's lots of little instances which aren't that interesting, but I 
think as a journalist knowing that you have to immediately 
correct it and that's that humility piece. That's probably been 
my biggest lesson as a journalist is to just say, yep, you're right. I 
got it wrong or apologize to that person. I'm sorry I 
misrepresented you. I didn't mean to. And there's times where 
you push that back where you have to push back on that where 
people get mad. This story's not right. Okay, tell me exactly 
what's right. They can't actually tell you anything that's wrong 
because nothing's actually wrong, they just don't like it. So 
there is some pushback in that. But yeah, I would say that's one 
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thing with public engagement in a public sphere, you have to be 
very willing to own your mistakes and publicly correct them and 
apologize. 

Dustin Moody: 26:47 Yeah. 

Hilary Oswald: 26:48 Yeah, I agree. I think making a mistake publicly is very different 
than making a mistake privately. And I think the place where I'm 
tempted to misstep is when even though I'm making a 
consumer magazine that's mostly about home design and 
architecture, I am tempted with my colleagues to sort of my 
own pride. If I let my own pride rule the day, then I start to get 
worked up and get sort of fussy about this person even though I 
have to make a public correction. And I think that's public 
engagement to you. The way I interface with my colleagues. 
And so doing that in a way that would honor the Lord even 
though nobody else sees it. Not saying, oh that stupid architect, 
dah dah, dah, dah. But really saying, gosh you guys, we've got it 
wrong. Let's do our best to make it right. 

Dustin Moody: 27:35 Yeah. I've got one more question then we can take some from 
the floor. And this one's a little more tactical about social 
media. I'm curious how you need to use it if you do, have you 
set deliberate limitations on it, in either of your personal role or 
your professional role? And do you see anywhere that it's being 
used for good? 

Hilary Oswald: 27:57 I use it to share pictures of my children. It just does not feel like 
a good space for me. I would say 10 years ago, I used to cover 
federal court in Chicago and I think I was a little brasher then 
and I would use it a little more boldly. But I just couldn't get the 
fruit from it that I thought I was going to get. So now I use it for 
the sake of my children's grandparents. 

Angela Evans: 28:25 I wouldn't say use it a ton. I mean I think we're kind of forced to 
a little bit. If you want to get your stories out there, if you want 
to get readership, if you want to get engagement, I would say 
Boulder Weekly is a little old school on that and I don't know 
how much we focus on that. And that could be honestly to our 
detriment in terms of engagement and readership. At the same 
time, yeah, I'm not sure exactly what benefit it has. I think it's 
contributed to a little bit too much of the celebrity journalist 
who tries to really bolster their own image and personality as 
the story. And journalists should never be the story. Journalists 
should always be behind the scenes, unless you're a Hunter S 
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Thompson and then maybe. But he kind of really started that 
whole celebrity journalism craze. 

Angela Evans: 29:11 But so I think it's been really detrimental in that way. I do think 
it could be beneficial. And I think also we kind of mentioned it, 
but the comment section on our websites is also a big area 
that's not quite social media but kind of serves that same 
anonymous function. And it's been really hard. A lot of 
newspapers have taken off, they don't allow comments 
anymore. I think that's not a good call, but I understand that it's 
really difficult. I mean I write stories. I mean when I started at 
Boulder Weekly, almost four years ago, I was writing about 
stories about immigration and the detention center. And this is 
again, this is all pre-Trump rhetoric and all that stuff. And we 
get very hateful comments on our website and very accusatory 
comments and we don't take them down. 

Angela Evans: 29:55 And we also don't respond. We don't engage necessarily. And 
several of our readers don't like the fact that we let them up. 
But if we're going to really believe in free speech, which is a 
whole other debate of the limits of free speech and when it 
turns into hate. So yeah, it presents very interesting challenges. 
I don't think it's going away though. So I think we all have to, I 
mean maybe if those mass societal protests, but I think we all 
have to figure out how we're going to do it and respond and 
work within it and use, see where it may be as a force of good. I 
also have gotten a ton of sources and a ton of stories and a ton 
of connections that I never would have had if I didn't have 
public social media. So it can be a force of good and recognize 
its limitations and challenge it on its limitations and push back 
on its limitations when we can. 

Linda Olson: 30:43 I limit myself quite a bit. I think I always have, so I'm really 
careful. I put a lot of pictures up. I should be using Instagram 
more than anything else, but I am on Facebook and I do a little 
bit of Twitter, but really not very much at all. And when you 
think about social media, the way it's been set up, you think 
about the worst impulses we have as humans and then no filter 
for it. And that's really what we've done. I mean social media, 
you don't, it's anonymous. You can say whatever you want 
almost, for the most part you can in most settings. And so the 
fact that it gets as raw and awful as it does is shouldn't be a 
surprise to us if you really understand humans in our depravity. 
But on the other hand we could give examples more of the 
positive end and be those voices. 
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Linda Olson: 31:29 And I think that's where Christians need to not get lulled into 
this attack mode. And I've seen so much yuck from Christian 
friends on Facebook and stuff. I'm like, oh, you're so 
embarrassing. I can't even call myself a Christian tonight. I just 
think we need to be that positive voice and think differently 
about our posting on whatever we do. I've had some really 
awful things said about me on social media. It's like next door is 
my, I hate next door. I mean I loathe next door. It just the most 
awful, I mean, how many of you are next door? Do you love it? 
It's so rude and mean. I mean, but we need you to be on there 
then giving the other side and saying things that are truthful 
and positive about your neighborhood. Because there's so many 
things that are going well in the course of a day and we don't 
really acknowledge those things, so celebrating the good things. 

Dustin Moody: 32:27 If you'd like to learn more about what it means to be a Christian 
in the public square, check out our latest free course online at 
scatter.org called Faith in the Public Square. In it, Joanna, Brian, 
and Jeff provide a biblical explanation for the cultural climate 
we find ourselves in and they also provide some practical ways 
to think about how we engage with people who may not believe 
the same things we do when it comes to matters of Christian 
conviction. It's a great resource to add to your daily quiet time 
or study time or download the full videos and discussion guides 
for small groups in churches. We'll also link directly to the 
course from our show notes page. 

Dustin Moody: 32:58 If you've enjoyed this episode of the faith and work podcast, 
please subscribe, leave, review, and share with a friend. Denver 
Institute for Faith and Work believes that work is our greatest 
opportunity to love God and serve our neighbors. And we help 
Christians discover their calling and live it out through their 
work. To learn more, or to make a financial contribution to 
support this podcast and other projects visit 
Denverinstitute.org. 

 


