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Amy Sherman: 00:16 It's a real privilege to be here tonight, and I hope we will have a 
conversation that will both glorify the Lord and encourage and 
inspire you. And I hope we all learn from one another tonight. 

Amy Sherman: 00:31 So I've been asked to talk about, believe it or not, being 
sponsored by the Institute of Faith and Work, I've been asked to 
talk about how our faith should integrate with our work and 
how that kind of relates to having a vision for renewing the city. 

Amy Sherman: 00:49 So I want to begin by suggesting that we really need to sort of 
find our place in the story. The first thing I want to kind of talk 
about is our context. If we're not going to just be kind of Sunday 
Christians; if we're going to be people that really want to see 
our lives, all of our lives as being lived missionally for God, for 
his kingdom, animated by his spirit, then the first step I think of 
that is that we have to connect our lives to the bigger story and 
we have to connect our work to the bigger story of God's work 
in the world. This is where we will find our biggest, deepest 
meaning. Because it's not really all about us. It's about us 
participating in something larger than us. I want to begin by 
talking about that a little bit tonight. Seeing our work as being 
connected to God's work. So that's one way that we have to 
have appropriate context. We have to see how our work relates 
to God. 

Amy Sherman: 02:00 And then secondly, I think it's really important for us to 
understand kind of our time and our contemporary context that 
we're living now in 2014. We're not living in the 1600s, and 
we're living here in the West. We're not living in outer 
Mongolia. It matters where we're actually located. So I want to 
talk about those two things. 

Amy Sherman: 02:21 And in terms of sharing the sense of how does our work connect 
to God's work in the world, I've found it helpful to think about 
the big story as a story of ought, to is, to can, to will; ought, to 
is, to can, to will, which really is just another way of of talking 
about a creation, fall, redemption and consummation. 

Amy Sherman: 02:46 We are part of this big story that is God's story that begins with 
creation. It begins with the way the world ought to be. In 
Genesis one and two, we see God's normative intentions for 
how life is supposed to be, and the theologians will, will remind 
us that that world, that goodness of creation, which God 
repeatedly says is good as it is good as good. It's marked by the 
Hebrew term Shalom, which we translate peace, but that's kind 
of lame because it's such a more robust word than that. But it's 
the notion that we have peace with God, that there is an 
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intimacy in our relationship, creature to creator. That there is a 
health and wholeness in our relation to our own self. Adam and 
Eve are not having midlife crisis in the garden. That they're 
naked and unashamed, that there's relational peace and that 
there is a peace with the created order itself that we get work 
to do and it's good work. It's work that is fruitful. It's work 
without thorns. This is the way things ought to be. That's where 
the story begins. 

Amy Sherman: 03:56 And wouldn't have been great if the story could have stayed 
there, but as we know, it didn't. And we moved from the world 
of ought to the world that is, and I think it's really, really 
important to recognize just how comprehensive, how ravaging 
the fall is, how extensive and comprehensive it is. Sin brings into 
the world both guilt and corruption and that sin introduces into 
the world spiritual poverty; the relationship with God is broken; 
psychological poverty, there's no more wholeness in our sense 
of self. It brings about relational poverty. Now we're blame 
shifting. And it brings and brings about physical poverty. Our 
relationship to the physical environment actually changes. 

Amy Sherman: 04:48 The story moves from ought to is, but then of course a great 
word of hope is introduced into the human scene with the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ. And we live in the world of can. The 
time when, because of the redemptive work of Christ, he has 
begun repairing all that was lost in the fall, and this is where I 
think it's really important to remember the comprehensiveness 
of the fall so that we can adequately give glory to Jesus for the 
comprehensiveness of his atonement, which not only repairs 
the relationship vertically to God, which is central and 
fundamental, but actually we don't give him enough credit if 
that's all we say that accomplished. 

Amy Sherman: 05:33 We need to make sure that we say no, the accomplishment on 
the cross is the opportunity to have new life with God, with self, 
with others and with the earth itself. And Jesus' ministry I like to 
think of it as a ministry of bringing foretastes of the coming 
kingdom. That he's introducing into our time and space new 
realities, new possibilities. This is why people call it the time of 
can there. And this is our place in the story. This is the chapter 
that we're located in. We're located in a time when the 
kingdom is now. And that means that that there is opportunity, 
there is possibility, there is resurrection power that we have 
and that we can deploy in ministry through our work, through 
our relationships, deploying our gifts to actually make real 
changes. We can join Jesus in bringing these foretastes of the 
coming kingdom. 
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Amy Sherman: 06:40 Now these foretastes will not be in their full measure. So in the 
time of can, it's a time of great opportunity and possibility, but 
it's also a time where we have to remember that we live in a 
world of constraints. And we live in a world where when we 
want to bring about a foretaste of justice or of peace or of 
wholeness, they will be proximate. They won't be perfect. But 
this is the time that we live in. This is, this is our place. 

Amy Sherman: 07:15 And then of course the story continues to will, to the time of the 
consummation. Because Jesus says not only is the kingdom 
now, but he reminds us as well that it is not yet. This is why we 
bring foretastes of the kingdom but not the full measure. And it 
strikes me that in the church we have paid inadequate attention 
to the story of the consummated kingdom. We've paid 
inadequate attention and this is all part of our Orthodox 
theology. We believe in this. Some of you probably go to 
churches that in your liturgical tradition, maybe you say the 
words of the Nicene Creed every now and then, and if you 
remember the words of the Nicene Creed, talk about the fact 
that we look for the resurrection of the body and the life of the 
world to come. 

Amy Sherman: 08:10 But do we function by that? That is the theology we embrace. It 
is the theology that we rehearsed together in the articulation of 
those words. But how often do you actually think about and 
meditate on the life of the world to come? 

Amy Sherman: 08:27 I was in a very serious car accident in 1983 and I live with 
significant chronic pain. And I can tell you that one of the 
blessings of that, there's a bunch of bummer that comes along 
with that. One of the blessings of that is every single day I am 
looking for the resurrection of the body and the life of the world 
to come. I cannot wait. And I think that's really, really important 
because when we don't spend enough time thinking about the 
time of will, we can either just sort of go along with the strange 
perverted, contorted half baked ideas that the popular culture 
talks about the future. 

Amy Sherman: 09:17 And those things actually have kind of seeped their way into our 
own Christian communities so that we kind of have a very vague 
notion about what Heaven is. And some of us are actually, if 
we're honest, we're kind of afraid because what's going to be 
really boring. It's like, what if it's just like one long worship 
service and, I mean, that there's part of me that that's a great 
and like way to have... But what if the band just isn't that good? 
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Amy Sherman: 09:47 So we have this Orthodox theology that actually tells us that the 
world is good. God made a good creation. God created a good 
material world and he's going to recreate. He's going to refine, 
he's going to purify. It's not all just going to burn up. It is not the 
case that the only thing that lasts are the souls of men. That is 
not functional Orthodox theology. It is not the case that that 
we'll just be flooding around as disembodied souls. We look for 
the resurrection of the body and the life of the world to come, 
which is going to be a new earth. 

Amy Sherman: 10:29 And if we don't really grasp that, it is very hard to be really in 
touch with the mission of God in the world where he's renewing 
all things and therefore our work really matters. And in some 
mysterious ways, which are very difficult to articulate, our work 
has some degree of continuity into the new age. Civilizations, 
cultures, material objects, these things will continue on into the 
age to come. We don't know a lot of very specific details about 
that, but if we fail to actually meditate on what the creed 
suggests that we should meditate on, it can be very easy to just 
think, "What is all this stuff that I'm doing as a bus driver, as a 
Federal Express delivery guy, as a carpenter, as an architect, as a 
builder, as a pharmacist. What does that really matter? It was 
all just going to burn up. It doesn't really matter." So this 
understanding our place in the story, I think really, really, really 
matters. 

Amy Sherman: 11:38 Now more briefly. The other part of our kind of context that's 
important is that we live right now in a particular time and 
culture. And I really appreciate what the folks up at Tim Keller's 
church at Redeemer in New York have called an exilic paradigm 
or an exilic Discipleship paradigm. What they mean by that is 
they say there's some similarities between sort of the church in 
the post-Christian West, and what the Israelites experienced 
during the Babylonian captivity. That they had this sense that 
they were a unique people of God, but they were living in a 
culture where they were aliens and strangers. They were living 
in exile, and they had to determine how they were going to 
respond to that. They had to determine how are we to live 
when we're living in a society in which we are exiles. 

Amy Sherman: 12:34 And of course, as you know, God in his graciousness gives them 
very explicit instructions about how they're to live. And you 
could find that in the letter to the exiles in Jeremiah 32 where 
we hear the famous... Actually, it's 29-32 and where we hear 
the famous thing about, seek the welfare of the city where I 
have sent you into exile. For in its welfare, you will find your 
own. And the word welfare there is actually the word Shalom. 
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Amy Sherman: 12:58 So we have a sort of similar similar situation, but unfortunately I 
think in the larger kind of Evangelical community, other ways of 
interacting with the culture have been articulated that that 
perhaps each of them has some level of truth to them. But each 
I think is very insufficient. So we take up sort of these different 
postures. What are we to do as exiles? How do we live as 
Christians in this post-Christian society? How do we relate to 
the non Christian culture around us? And there's a position that 
you might call fortification, which is sort of a position of 
withdrawal. The culture is bad and evil and the task of the 
church is preservation and separatism. And we're going to have 
our own little life over here because we don't want to be 
threatened by this larger culture. 

Amy Sherman: 13:52 Then much to the opposite. It's sort of a posture of 
accommodation. No, we should seek the common good, we 
should labor alongside our neighbors for the basic task of the 
church is sort of active partnership in the work of social renewal 
and all that kind of thing. But the problem with that as we can 
take that too far and sort of lose our prophetic edge and just 
begin to completely blend in and then we're not distinct 
anymore from the culture. 

Amy Sherman: 14:18 And then there's sort of a posture of domination where rather 
than withdrawing from the culture, we actually want to sort of 
take it back, impose, kind of conquer it, triumph over our 
cultural enemies, take our values and get them back into order. 
And again, I think the problem there is that we then begin to 
see our non-Christian neighbors not as people to be loved, but 
as people to be defeated. And so we have kind of buzzing 
around in Evangelical culture, we have different voices of these 
various postures. 

Amy Sherman: 15:00 But it strikes me and not just me, I'm not the only one thinking 
about this. There's much smarter people thinking about it, that 
we want to kind of adopt the posture that Jesus took, a posture 
of incarnation. Where on the one hand, you enter into the 
fullness of the culture. So you don't withdraw and say, "Oh my 
goodness, you can't go study fashion and live in New York City." 
And, "You can't like go study film and live in Hollywood." No, 
we're going to come fully into the culture, but we're not just 
going to mindlessly adapt and integrate into it and just sort of 
dissolve into it and refuse to be prophetic, refuse to suggest 
that some things... Yeah, there's no sacred secular divide, but 
some secular things are just really, really trivial, and we really 
haven't given our lives to them. And neither do we want to take 
this posture of, of domination, but rather going in with this kind 
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of a winsome, servant hearted, loving, seeking the welfare, 
seeking the welfare of others and in that finding our welfare. 

Amy Sherman: 16:09 All right, so just quickly sum up. What I'm saying is at the 
foundation of having a great understanding of how our faith 
and work kind of come together is we got to understand our 
context. We've got to understand our place in the big story. We 
live to the right of his and to the left of will. We live in the time 
of can, and we live in this sort of time of exile. 

Amy Sherman: 16:35 I want to tell a story. I'm actually going to tell several stories 
now, but the one I want to start with is a story where I feel like 
he kind of, without necessarily articulating all of that, he lived 
out of story that really images this and reflects this. It's actually 
an older story comes from about 20 years ago. But the short 
version of the story is there's a business owner named Tom Hill 
who was the CEO of a company in Oklahoma city called Kim Ray. 
And Kim Ray was a company that makes very sophisticated 
temperature gauges and different instrumentation that is used 
by people in the oil and gas industry. And since his company is 
so closely aligned with the energy sector, his business is one 
that's marked by cycles of boom and bust because there's so 
much volatility in that sector. 

Amy Sherman: 17:25 Sorry, I just saw an old friend. 

Amy Sherman: 17:30 And so what Tom would say if he was here was when I first ran 
the company, I was lucky enough that I was sort of in a boom 
cycle. But I didn't really realize it. And I just thought boom was 
going to go on forever. And so he basically admits that he got 
very greedy. He totally over expanded. It was like, we're just 
going to keep growing and growing. And so he's just investing 
and growing and bigger, better. Everything is great. And then of 
course, I think it was the OPEC oil crisis, and the whole thing 
goes down the toilet in the matter of 36 hours. And he almost 
loses his business. He has to lay off all of his people. It's just this 
devastating, devastating event in his life. And it causes him to 
sort of turn and repent and say to the Lord, "I really didn't apply 
my relationship with you and what I believe to my daily work." 
Yeah. But my work was here and my faith was here. "But Lord, if 
you give me another chance, I want to do it better next time." 

Amy Sherman: 18:27 Well, the Lord did give him another chance and again, just sort 
of shorten the story. He was able to get the company back 
going. And it went through a real neat boom time again. But this 
time he kind of stowed away resources, kind of had that Joseph 
mentality. You split in reserve for the future time coming. And 
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sure enough, another bust cycle came along. Well at that time 
he had about 92 employees working for him, and he had no 
orders coming in. But he had a lot of money in the bank that 
he'd set aside. 

Amy Sherman: 19:01 So you know what he did. I love this story. He picks up the 
phone and he calls the mayor of Oklahoma City and he says, 
"Mayor, I got a bunch of people that are talented and they want 
to work. I got no orders coming in. How about if they come to 
work for the city and I'll pay them?" So once the merit picked 
his jaw off up the floor, realized it wasn't a prank call, they 
actually worked this out. And several of the employees went to 
work for like the public utilities and different things like that 
where their skills can be very well used. And Tom gave other 
employees the opportunity to say find your favorite nonprofit 
or your church or whatever, and go and tell them you can work 
for them for free, and I'll pay your salary. He did it for 18 
months for 92 people. 

Amy Sherman: 19:56 I mean, it was amazing. Talk about seek the welfare of this city. 
And because of that posture of saying my company isn't just 
about making these products, it's about creating community 
wealth, creating jobs, putting people to work, creating good 
things, helping the community, that's what it's really all about. 
And it really won him a hearing in the larger community, and he 
was actually able to start a really interesting little nonprofit 
called Character First, which essentially takes biblical principles 
of management, puts them into very culturally accessible 
language. And all these other businesses in the region began 
taking training where they didn't know it, but they're essentially 
getting biblical wisdom about how to run their businesses. And 
see he had won the right to be heard because he had loved his 
community so well. I just love that. I love that story. 

Amy Sherman: 20:53 Now the problem with that story of course, is that we're not all 
Tom Hill. We don't own huge companies and we're not multi 
gazillionaire. So I want to tell a number of other stories, and I'm 
hoping that you can find a place in them. And what I've done is 
tried to choose some stories that illuminate what does it look 
like when we take this context really seriously. And then we 
kind of move into our work missionally. And some of the 
implications are... Whoops. That because we live in the time of 
can, which is to the right of is but to the left of will, we operate 
in this world of beauty and brokenness. So there is stuff in our 
vocational sectors that we can embrace and celebrate and say, 
this is good. And there is stuff that we have to be able to sort of 
say, this is an idol. This is a temptation. This is not the way it 
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ought to be. And because we live in this time of sort of exile, I'm 
suggesting that rather than accommodation, fortification or 
domination, that we take a posture of what JD Hunter calls 
faithful presence, which I think is really Tom Hill's posture. What 
a way to be faithfully present both on the basis for loving his 
employees but also loving his city. 

Amy Sherman: 22:14 So what does this actually sort of look like? The goal I think is, 
and again this is not my language. I wish I had thought of it. 
There's a guy up at Trinity Grace Church in New York City that 
came up with it, but he says the goal is to sort of find the 
redemptive edge of your vocation, of your field of work. And 
that vocational edge has sort of these two places to it. It's that 
part where you say, because we live in can, because there's 
resurrection power from the spirit, how can I make a 
difference? How can I make a change? What could be 
reformed? What could be renewed? How do I participate in 
Jesus renewable things? What possibilities are there? What 
innovation, what energy, what creativity can be brought to do 
things differently? Very positive. 

Amy Sherman: 23:02 But again, because we live in can and not in will, there's also this 
reality of, wow, and where is our vocational sphere really 
broken? What are the idols? What are the temptations? What 
are the things that we have to be willing to sort of stand up and 
say prophetically, gently but prophetically that is not true and 
we will not do that. We will not go there. 

Amy Sherman: 23:26 How do you find that redemptive edge? So few stories. Bob, this 
is a true story, but I call him Bob and I gave you a generic 
picture because I don't know him. It's a story that I heard from a 
friend of a friend, but it's a true story. Bob's a young guy, 
graduates from one of the Christian.. Might've even been 
Pacific. Graduates from one of the Christian schools out on the 
West Coast with an accounting degree and goes to work at one 
of these big gigantic accounting firms. I don't remember which 
one. So there's Bob new hire, entry level in cubicle land. How's 
Bob going to like find the redemptive edge an change his world 
because he's the new guy. 

Amy Sherman: 24:04 Well it wasn't very long that Bob was sitting in this cubicle 
before an email came around from somebody higher up in the 
company asking for people to volunteer to be on the company's 
committee. That was a committee that makes decisions about 
where the charitable giving of the... The company had a little 
charitable giving fund and these employees were supposed to 
serve on this committee, decide where the money would go. So 
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the email sort of comes around and Bob gets it in his cubicle 
and he's thinking, "Oh that sounds kind of neat." And hears all 
these other people around cubicle land sort of grousing about 
it. "Oh, they're not going to give us time off to be on the 
committee. You don't get any benefits from being on the 
committee. This is another thing they want us to do." Grouse, 
grouse grouse. "I don't want to be on the committee." And he's 
thinking, "Well I want to be on the committee. I think that 
sounds kind of cool." 

Amy Sherman: 24:44 So he goes to the community meeting and by the end of the 
first community meeting, he's got himself elected chairman of 
the committee because no one wanted to do all the work. And 
he said, "Well, I think this is really cool. I didn't even know our 
company gave away money. This is really great." So for the next 
couple of years, Bob serves as the chairman of his company's 
charitable giving committee. And not only does he basically 
really encourage an increase in the finances that the employees 
were giving to this, but he changed the whole workplace 
culture. He went to the human resource person and said, "Why 
are we only giving money? Why aren't we giving like ourselves? 
What if we had service days where people from the company 
could go and share their technical skills with nonprofit 
organizations in the... Maybe we should do accounting, maybe 
we should participate in the Vita tax return thing where you're 
doing tax returns for the elderly," and all this kind of stuff. 

Amy Sherman: 25:34 So here's Bob in cubicle land really finding a redemptive edge 
within his own sector and bringing about change within his own 
workplace culture. 

Amy Sherman: 25:43 This is a guy named Joshua Larock, and Joshua is an artist he 
lives in New York City. I was going to possibly show a video, and 
we weren't able to quite get that worked out. But he's very, 
very thoughtful about the work of art. He's very thoughtful 
about this question of you have to sort of ask the question what 
is art for. If you don't know what something is for, it's very hard 
to make actual judgments about it. And if you listen to Joshua, 
what he says, he talks about his work as a portraiture artist. And 
he talks about how art is able to bring a beauty that can bring 
soothing into the world. He talks about sort of the healing 
power of beauty. 

Amy Sherman: 26:35 He talks about how by... He's trying to sort of resurrect the pre 
impressionist era of painting and sort of give it a revival in the 
work that he's doing. And he's doing that in part because he 
wants to draw people's attention back to the... That was a time 
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of more culturally accepted moral absolutes where you had a 
real sense of what is good and what is right, and what is good 
and right is what is connected to the good and not true and the 
beautiful. So very, very articulate, very articulate young man 
thinking about how to do his art in a way that he says, "I can 
soothe the wounded soul through great works of art, of beauty, 
of goodness. And things that manifest Truth," capital T, "are like 
ointment to a broken society." So he's thinking very much about 
the work of art. And then he also thinks well about himself as an 
artist. 

Amy Sherman: 27:30 And one of the things that he talks about is how modern art is 
so much about me. It's about the artist. It's all about my self 
expression in art. He said it's actually very counter-cultural and 
prophetic in a way to actually say, "No, my art really isn't so 
much about me. My art is about the good. My art is about the 
beautiful. My art is about the truth. My art is about the other. 
My art is about communicating a story. It's not really so much 
really to be all about me." And he finds that's actually pretty 
unique in the world of art. 

Amy Sherman: 28:10 Architecture. This is a young gal, Jill Kurtz. For her finding the 
redemptive edge in architecture has sort of taken two forms. 
She was an architecture student some years ago at Kansas State 
University, and she became the first one, the first student to get 
something called LEED certification, L-E-E-D. And it's all about 
learning about kind of how to do buildings that are very 
environmentally friendly and that use very sort of healthy 
materials and that are energy efficient and the like. And so she 
was really kind of a neat leader within her own cohort there to 
say, "I care about the plan. I care about God's good creation. 
And as an architect, I want to build spaces that are energy 
efficient." And so she did that and she deliberately graduated 
and chose to work for a firm in California that really specialized 
in green architecture. So that was one way that she found the 
redemptive edge of her profession. 

Amy Sherman: 29:15 But another way that she found the redemptive edge of her 
profession was that she realized working for that firm in San 
Francisco, that architecture is actually a field of service whose 
benefits are limited in their distribution. In other words, that 
the service of architects generally costs a lot of money. And so 
the people that benefit from the services of architects are 
basically upper middle class and wealthy people. And she said, 
"I'm not sure I want to, I want to be in that." And she came up 
with this idea, what if I were to become a public interest 
architect? So you've heard about public interest lawyers, 
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hopefully. You've heard about people that sort of decide I'm 
going to deliberately ask who is a disadvantaged person that 
needs the service that I know how to offer. 

Amy Sherman: 30:06 And so she's become a public interest architect. She and a 
friend started their own architecture firm that does green 
building design at affordable prices for nonprofits, for 
congregations, for small businesses. And then she's also taking 
her architectural talents abroad and working in the Sudan, 
building green schools for girls. Public interest architecture. 

Amy Sherman: 30:29 And my last story is about a stay at home mom, and her name is 
Angela Baker. And she and her husband live in Portland, 
Oregon. They're a one income family. He's a high school social 
studies teacher, and they have four kids. And they were living in 
an apartment, and one of the kids had something go wrong and 
had a lot of dental work that needed to get done. And this put 
them in a pretty precarious financial situation for a couple of 
years. And they ended up getting a lot of help from a local 
ministry called BCS Community Services. It's a Christian ministry. 
Do you have something out here called Costco? 

Amy Sherman: 31:09 So the idea of the BCS Christian Ministry, it's a ministry for 
working poor people where you pay $50 a month to become a 
member. And then there's this big Costco warehousey type 
thing that exists and you come and you buy your groceries and 
your household goods there as part of your membership. So you 
pay $50 a month and you donate hours in running this grocery 
store thing or helping to glean from the companies that make 
the contributions for the stuff to get there. 

Amy Sherman: 31:41 And so Angela and her family became part of this ministry. And 
over the course of time, what happens is for $50 a month, you 
end up getting about $500 of groceries and household items 
every month. And so you can see that if you're on a budget over 
time you're saving. And so that's what happened with her 
family. Pay off the dentist and they had a little nest egg and 
they're all excited. They're going to move into their house. And 
she's so excited cause she's a gardener, and she's been living in 
an apartment with little pots. Now I'm going to have some 
flower beds and the kids are all excited. I'm going to have 
backyard, and we're kind of a swing set. And it's going to be 
awesome, awesome, awesome. 

Amy Sherman: 32:16 Well they move into their little house, they got all their plans. 
And they get an email from BCS Community Services and it says 
flash prayer, prayer, prayer. Most of you who are members 
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know that there are two city community gardens that supply all 
of the fresh produce for us here at BCS Community Services. 
One of those community gardens is going to be shut down. And 
it was some decision the city had made, and I don't know all the 
details about it. But the ministry leaders basically sent out this 
sort of urgent call to say we've got a big problem because now 
50% of our source of produce for our place is no longer going to 
be there. 

Amy Sherman: 32:55 So Angela Baker sits down with her kids and her husband, and 
she says we wouldn't even be in this house if it wasn't for BCS. 
What could we do? We don't have a lot of political power. We 
can't go to the city and say, "Change your decision." We're not 
the city manager. We don't have that kind of influence. We're 
not the ombudsman at the local newspaper to write a scathing 
op-ed about why are they shutting it down. We're not Tom Hill 
with big bunch of money in the bank and we'll just write a 
check. 

Amy Sherman: 33:38 They gave their lawn. They said we could give our yard. And 
they took their backyard, their front yard, their little side yard, 
and they made it into the new community garden for 
everybody. And I love that because it's a way of taking each of 
these stories. People have a varying level of sort of vocational 
power. Tom Hill has a lot. Bob doesn't have as much. But every 
one of them is asking how can I use this influence, this skills that 
I have, the assets that I possess, how can I use it for the 
common good? How can I find the redemptive edge? And I 
think what I love about her story is that for Angela Baker, the 
redemptive edge is on the one hand, this amazing creativity and 
innovation. Let's take our lawn and make it into a community 
garden. 

Amy Sherman: 34:27 But the other part of it that's really beautiful too, is they're a 
homeschooling family, and I don't have anything against 
homeschooling. I think it's great. I know lots of people that do it, 
but there can be I think sometimes among our Christian 
homeschooling families and other families, a little bit of that 
fortification mentality. A little bit of that, the reason we're kind 
of doing all of this is because there's just sort of bad out there, 
and I'm kind of protecting. And I think for her part of this 
redemptive edge is she's out there in the garden teaching with 
her kids, and she's inviting all the other people to come around. 
And she's inviting the neighbors, and she's saying, "This is 
produce that's going to this really great ministry that helps the 
working poor. And you can be a part of that." 
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Amy Sherman: 35:09 And so she's both being creative and she sort of be prophetic to 
say, "You know what? I do want to care for and disciple and love 
my family, but not only for the sake of my family. I want my 
family to be an other regarding family. I want my children to 
grow up to be great people who are people for others and 
people for the common good." And so that's how she found the 
redemptive edge. 

Amy Sherman: 35:39 And my hope is that through these stories and through thinking 
about this, you will find the redemptive edge in your own fields. 
Thank you so much. 

 


