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According to Katherine, the motivation for our work makes all the difference. What combination of
motivations (and they don’t all have to be noble) keep you going back to your work, day after day?

Although work is one of the original goods of creation, Katherine explains that there are at least two
ways that sin distorts our work: 1) acedia, a kind of spiritual lethargy that makes our work feel heavy,
joyless, and toilsome, and 2) workism, which makes work into an idol and the source of our identity.
How have you experienced either acedia or workism in your professional life?

Katherine is frank about the fallenness of work. Even when we’re in “good jobs,” we still work under the
shadow of the Tower of Babel, a futile attempt to attain immortality through our achievements. “It’s
important that we own our share of the mess,” Katherine says, “as Christians at large and as individuals.”
Think about the work you do each day. How does your work “share in the mess,” despite your best
intentions? What elements of your workplace, your industry, or your culture are broken and in need of
redemption?

One way forward is for us to recover the joy of loving our neighbors through our work. To do this,
though, Katherine suggests that we learn to share our agency through a “culture of delegation” and to
truly engage our work in community, which involves sacrifice and forgiveness. What is one tangible,
concrete way that you can serve and love your neighbor through your work? What is one practical way
that you can share professional opportunities, agency, and decision-making rather than hoarding them?
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