
 
 

S7E2: Dr. Mary Poplin on Worldviews and Work 

Dr. Mary Poplin (00:02): 
That the worldviews that we operate under even sometimes as Christian are not Christian. 

Speaker 2 (00:17): 

You're listening to the Faith & Work Podcast where we explore what it means to serve God, neighbor 
and society through our daily work. 

Dustin Moody (00:33): 

Hello. And thanks for listening to the Faith & Work Podcast. I'm Dustin Moody, Director of 
Communications at Denver Institute for Faith & Work. And I'm excited to share this podcast episode 
with you. Our guest today is Dr. Mary Poplin. Dr. Poplin is professor in the School of Educational Studies 
at Claremont Graduate University. She began her career as a public school teacher. And her research 
explores the contemporary intellectual trends or worldviews that are dominant in education which she 
talks about on today's podcast episode. 
 Dr. Poplin explains the four dominant worldviews that operate in the West today. These include 
secular humanism, material naturalism, pantheism, and monotheism, or more specifically Christianity. If 
these sound like big or unfamiliar words, let me offer a few ways to frame today's podcast. First, 
learning about worldviews can be a heady, intellectual endeavor. But it's important to understand how 
our individual and collective worldviews frame the issues we're facing today. 

 The way we make sense of the world around us, or in this case, the worldview we operate from, 
influences our interpretation and response to things like racial reconciliation and justice, our 
understanding of the sciences, and even the ways we interact with our family, friends and colleagues. 
Also, adjust over an hour long. This is one of our longest podcast episodes. So, feel free to take your 
time making your way through it. 
 Dr. Poplin compares and contrast these four worldviews with one another. So, there isn't a 
natural place to stop or break the conversation without missing something important. Finally, Dr. Poplin 
originally gave this talk a few years ago to a group of educators. So, you'll hear a few references to the 
implications of worldviews in the classroom, especially toward the end when she spends a few minutes 
talking about educational reform. 

 But the importance of understanding the dominant worldviews goes well beyond education. 
Though, it's certainly important there. Whether you're a parent, a colleague, a friend, or just a curious 
learner, this is an important conversation at an important time. So, we hope you enjoyed this lecture of 
Dr. Mary Poplin. 

Dr. Mary Poplin (02:37): 

So, I must give you a little bit of my backstory. It's not very good. I wasn't a Christian until I was 41. And I 
was fully tenured at that time, and Jesus appeared to me in a dream. It was a very radical dream. And I 
called somebody who told me that helped me with my spiritual life who was Native American. So, he 
said immediately, "Let's meet for dinner." I should have known he was Christian. I didn't know enough 
about Christianity, you know that you immediately meet people. 

 And then, I was thinking, I was on my way to a sweat lodge when he asked me if I had a Bible. 
So, it was all over after that, after I resisted the Bible, and then started reading it. So anyway, so why did 
I get into worldviews? Well, when you go to school, okay, so my parents took us to a Methodist Church, 
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all of our lives, for girls, just like Jeff's family. And I think that we probably ended up thinking that Jesus 
was just another Martin Luther King, just lived a little earlier. 
 Maybe he was a little better. And so, we all actually eventually walked away. But when you go to 
school, you really find out that even if your parents talk about God and pray at dinnertime and 
everything, it never happens when you're in school, and certainly once you get to college, it's not even 
mentioned if it is. Sometimes, it's a pretty derogatory term. Certainly, at the place where I work, 
Christianity is not high on the list of worldviews. 

 And so, I just intellectually became very radical. That's what everybody else was doing. I got into 
radical feminism and then radical multiculturalism and critical theory, which is basically Marxism in 
education. And then, I also personally just became wild. I mean, I went to discos. By the time I got to 
grad school, I was doing drugs. Of course, we called it recreationally, drugs, alcohol, discos, and lots of 
different relationships. 

 And then, in spiritually, I became, or I thought I was, spiritual and not religious. Let me just give 
you the definition for that. When someone tells you that they're spiritual and not religious, what they're 
telling you is I can be good without God. I don't need the crutches that you need. I can just be good. Of 
course, you could be good. I'm just thinking of with my partners, we would watch pornography, it was 
much harder to get in those days in the University of Texas. 
 We had to go to the theater, which was showing it on campus. But you think, "Well everybody's 
doing this so it's okay. And I'm not as bad as those people," right? And then, few months later, or a year 
later, you are those people. And you're saying exactly the same thing. "Well, I'm not as bad as those 
people, right? And everybody's doing the same thing," which just meant that my peer group was either 
changing or doing the same thing. 

 So, after I had this dream and began to explore Christianity, I saw a video of Mother Teresa. It's 
a documentary. It's actually quite good. It's on Amazon, just called Mother Teresa. Richard 
Attenborough narrates it. She's in five different places. And one of the tight places where she was 
talking, she said, "Our work isn't social work, it's religious work." And I thought, what does that mean? 
What does that mean? 
 If I'm now exploring Jesus, I know that if Jesus is real, and by then, I did know Jesus was real. 
Since Jesus is real, he has to have something to do with education, right? He's got to have cared about 
the education of the poor, right? And so, maybe I could understand if I go work with her. So, I went for 
two months and worked in Calcutta, at a children's home. I was assigned to a children's home. 

 Interestingly, I'd been in special education. I was assigned to a home with handicapped and sick 
children. And once inside there, I was assigned to work with babies, primarily sick babies. And that was a 
very interesting experience for me, very shocking experience. Calcutta was just not the place a single 
woman goes for vacation, or anyone else really. And I was shocked at the level of poverty. 
 But I fell in love with this little baby and all the little babies there and it was just a special time 
when God envelops you around something that you're unfamiliar with. And when I left, then I never had 
any desire really to go back. I never felt like I was supposed to be a nun or supposed to do what Mother 
Teresa did. But people would ask me, at that time, she was still alive. It was about a year and a half 
before she passed away. 

 And people would say, "Why don't you come and tell us about your experience?" And I would go 
to different things. I would tell them about Mother Teresa and I became very aware that with groups 
that I knew were pretty much solely secular, I was lying about Mother Teresa. And I was lying about her 
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because I knew they couldn't really understand and I wasn't prepared to give the story about her and 
Jesus, right? 
 So, for example, Mother Teresa did not believe they could do the work that they were doing 
without Jesus. So, their first work is actually not work with the poor. Their first work is prayer and to 
belong to Jesus unceasingly, unceasingly pray. Okay? So, all the other work they believe comes from that 
work. But then, I became even more depressed, I think, when I realized that not only could I not explain 
it, there really wasn't a language in the university to explain who she was. 

 And the people I was around were all secular. And even if you try to use the language that does 
explain it, they look at it as foolishness. Just like Paul says, foolishness to the Greeks, right? So, you're 
stuck. And so, when I realized that I was a liar, I realized I had to do something about it. Okay? I just 
couldn't keep feeling that way. So then, I began to work on worldviews, which is why I'm going to try to 
share with you tonight. 

 Because these worldviews, all of them, they infect everything we teach in everything we do. 
Now, there's a lot of overlap between the worldview I'm going to share with you and Christianity and I'll 
try to make that clear. Because they're not just totally alien. But there is overlap. And I think that's 
because evil can't create anything. So, even if evil is trying to distort something, it can't get rid of 
everything that's true or it won't stand. And that's just a basic principle. Of Judaeo-Christian thought. 
 So, there are basically, I think there's only four worldviews. And I'll show those to you. There's 
two that are exclusively secular. And two that do have a spiritual component. And the two that are 
secular is secular humanism, which is the dominant worldview in the United States and in the West. And 
you hardly know that it's there, because we're like fish in water. It just is, it just is. There's material 
naturalism that hangs around science people more than it does to other people. 

 But a lot of us have things in our minds that are very much come from material naturalism. And 
then, there's pantheism, which I think is the New Age movement and all of this Oprah Winfrey religion 
and all those kinds of things. They're Western variations of pantheism. Okay? So, it's like pantheism 
light. Western people do that with religion. And then of course, there's Christianity. There's monotheism 
in general, but I'm really only going to deal right now with that. 
 So, let me just give you one issue and take you through how those worldviews change your view 
of it. Okay, so let's look at abortion. I had had two abortions when I came to Christ. And it was not an 
accident that Mother Teresa assigned me to babies. Okay. Someday, I'm going to write a very little book. 
So far, it's only about eight pages long. And it's going to be called The Words that Don't Appear in the 
Bible. And the words that don't appear in the Bible include accident, synchronicity or coincidence. 

 Those never appear in the Bible. That's my first three pages. Or my first page, I don't know, 
maybe I'm only two pages into this book. But nevertheless, and then when I came back, I had this radical 
experience where I really heard the voice of God inside my spirit. When I had come back and gone to the 
monastery where I'd seen the movie of Mother Teresa to tell them about my experience and define 
them for it, and Father Sam was preaching on forgiveness. 

 And he said, "Here's these note cards. Go on one side of the card, put the people you still need 
to forgive. And on the back side, the things you want to be forgiven from." So, he, like other ministers 
I've heard, said the unforgiveness was like drinking poison and hoping the other person died, which is a 
pretty good description actually of unforgiveness. So, I did the cards because I was there that day. And I 
was walking along the river and in my spirit, I hear a voice. 
 A male voice that's very unhappy with me saying, "Who are you not to forgive someone I 
forgave?" I think okay, so who's not on my list? I get on my list. I'm seeing it, anything, keep walking 
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along. I hear it a second time. I heard a third time. The third time I heard it, I just knelt in the grass. I 
looked up the sky and I said, "Lord, I don't know what you're talking about." And he said, "I forgave you 
the first time you asked. I forgave you the first time you asked. And I don't want you to ask me again." 
 Because I just kept asking Him to forgive me for these abortions, especially after having been 
with these little babies. Now, that is not a part of Western psychology. Well, I'm becoming convinced 
myself that Western psychology is probably one of the worst and most anti-Christian things in the West. 
And that is a perfect example of it. How do you get free of something you don't get yourself free? There 
is nobody in the Bible, I read the Bible, I read The One Year Bible because I always need to know 
something to do on [inaudible 00:12:49]. 
 So, I'd get through it. So, I read the Bible just looking at forgiveness. There is not a single person 
in the Bible, whoever forgives themselves. And there's not a single person who's ever told to do that. 
And yet, I was going to Christian counselors who kept telling me to forgive myself. You will never get to 
the end of that because it isn't the way we're made. We just aren't made that way. That's not the way 
we're created. We're created to actually be able to just completely let that go. 

 Confess it so that Jesus not only takes it away, but he also begins to heal us from whatever it 
was that caused us to do it. So, that was just one of my radical experiences where I just began to see 
that the worldviews that we operate under even sometimes as Christian are not Christian. And that the 
worldview of Christianity is far more freeing and far more has a much higher rationality. And that's what 
this particular diagram is going to try. So, this is going to be my argument that each of these worldviews 
overlaps with Christianity. 
 Each of these worldviews has things in it that Christians don't believe. And Christianity has far 
more in it so that if you are a Christian and you have access to a higher rationality. Like Paul says, 
"You're seated on high and heavenly places, you can see things through Christ that other people cannot 
see." And there are lots of people who talk about that. It's very clear biblically that that is true. So, that's 
going to be my major point. So, all the way through, just think what is it that Judaeo-Christianity adds to 
these things? 

 Or doesn't accept from these things that makes it more full? So, for example, material 
naturalism and pantheism really have no natural overlap because material naturalist don't believe in a 
spiritual world and pantheist do. Inside Christianity, materialism, I mean, science-created, come straight 
out of Christianity historically. And it does also have a spiritual framework. CS Lewis put it this way, he 
always had the best way to put things. 

 He said, "Man is a tower from which the various floors cannot be reached from one another. But 
all the floors can be reached from the top floor." This is the seated on high floor, okay? You're seated on 
high in heavenly places with Christ Jesus. From that floor, you can understand the other floors. It doesn't 
lock your ability to understand material naturalism. Material naturalism, on the other hand, blocks your 
ability to understand any spiritual framework. Okay? 
 So, that's basic argument. So, the two secular worldviews. And this is one of the best quotes I've 
seen lately. J A.K. Smith is in Canada. And he wrote a very small book to tell people what Charles Taylor 
told them in a very big book, which was on a secular age. Because secularism is now the assumption of 
most of the West, okay, that the world is secular. If you want to believe that stuff, it's okay. But really, 
the world is secular. And he says, our neighbors inhabit a world in which they are no longer bothered by 
the God question. 

 Because they are exclusive humanist, a way of being in the world that offers significance without 
transcendence. They don't feel anything is missing. Religious belief is just one option to them. So, in this 
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case, human beings are all we've got here. We're responsible for making ourselves, for making the world 
through science and claim human reason. So, when we get to science, material naturalist distort science. 
A lot of people call that now scientism. 
 This is the idea that everything in the world is ultimately only matter. Matter energy acting 
predictably, according to its own laws and processes, including religious belief, human conscience, love, 
intuition, all of these things. So, when materialists really look, if they do look at religion, all they're doing 
is looking at the cause of belief. So, they're looking for what is the biochemistry of those of us crazy 
enough to believe these things, right? 

 That's really what they're looking for. But they're not looking for the idea that there is a God. 
And in fact, scientism people or material naturalist believe that the only reason we believe in God is 
because we don't know everything. Right? So, this is the God-of-the gaps argument. They believe that 
that's why we believe in God. John Lennox who's the theoretical mathematician from Oxford says that's 
like saying because we now know everything about the internal combustion engine, Henry Ford did not 
exist. Right? 

 So, great analogy for the idea that the only reason you believe and not believe is because of the 
things that are missing. So, the limits of material naturalism, I'm not going to go through them all, but 
I'm going to share them with you, is that they do not believe in the miraculous. Now, literally, most 
people in the world believe in the miraculous. But material naturalist will not. There's no moral 
compass. So, there's no meta-ethic in material naturalism. 
 You're talking about just material acting predictably. And so, that's why on the National 
Geographic films, the lion always gets the antelope. Right? The strong always overcome the weak. That's 
material naturalism. There's no answer for life's biggest questions. So, how do you reduce a question 
like what's the meaning of life to something that you can study in terms of material? It's pretty much 
impossible. 

 So, even Sigmund, he was head of the American Psychological Association in the 80s, said that 
psychology and all the social sciences had made a wrong move. Because centuries ago, psychology, 
sociology and all of the social sciences were actually under philosophy. And when science became so 
dominant, they switched. But then, once they switched, they had to use the scientific method. And once 
you use the scientific method, you have to get your questions down so narrow that then you actually 
can't deal with big issues. 

 And the last one is that if you use material naturalism, and people do use this in terms of loss, 
the insanity play, for example. I did it because of my biochemistry, which is basically what they believe 
anyway. Anne Hendershott who's a sociologist, says it's appealing because it holds a promise for a 
biological solution to what we're no longer willing to treat as a moral problem. And that's what's going 
on in the culture. You can see it everywhere. 
 It's a biological solution to what we're not willing to treat. Now, where's the biggest fight in 
science, and it's always over origins, the views of origins. And you see these fights depicted on TV where 
they pick number one and number five to actually debate each other instead of the ones that are 
actually closer to number one. So, naturalistic evolution is not just a scientific theory, it is a whole 
strategy, a well-developed and well-understood strategy to turn the world secular. Okay? 

 Theistic evolution people actually believe that that is the actual process. And a lot of people in 
the sciences in the universities, and maybe even in the public schools, I don't know what the breakdown 
public schools would be, but a lot of people just say God made it that way. He knew what he was doing. 



 
 

S7E2: Dr. Mary Poplin on Worldviews and Work 

He knew that we would eventually evolve and so forth. And that is the website. I subscribed to all these 
websites while I was doing the book. 
 I'm still subscribed to them and they're very interesting. So, that's the BioLogos people, that's 
people like Francis Collins, okay? I have to say, though here because this is not well-known. So if you're 
teaching science, my strategy would be and I do this with my graduate students, I just say, "Look, there's 
five views of this, here are the five views." I don't take aside on the views, but I explain what the views 
are. 

 And I explained this, every one of those five views actually believes in micro evolution. Okay? 
Every one of them knows that finches on Galapagos, when there's a drought, beaks get harder. Right? 
They don't doubt that those moths in England may have turned black during the Industrial Revolution. 
And they know that bacteria morph to become resistant to drugs, right? We all have that experience, 
actually, if we take antibiotics, any length of time at all. 

 But number three, four and five make this comment. They're still finches. They're still bacteria. 
And they are the same bacteria and they're the same finches and they're the same moths. And if it starts 
to rain on Galapagos, those finches will turn back even according to their own theory. Right? The finches 
are not becoming elephants. So, this is the major difference between one and two and three, four and 
five. Okay? 
 But they all believe about the finches. They all believe the same evolutionary things. So, the 
intelligent design people are probably the group that most irritates number one and two. They're 
newer, they're probably a little more prominent, and there are atheists behind the intelligent design 
people. It's one of the reasons they call it a designer instead of God. But there are atheists that say this 
should be at least taught in school. 

 It's more plausible actually than evolution, given what we're learning about the complexity of 
human beings and other animals. So, their major issue in intelligent design is that and it took me a long 
time to understand them. They're at the Discovery Institute, but here's their major thing. Material is not 
the prime cause of the universe. Okay, so you can see why this would bother the material naturalist, 
right? The prime cause of the universe has to be intelligence. 
 And all intelligence is embodied in a designer. Right? And therefore, intelligence has to precede 
material. Right? We don't know anything that ever gets developed that doesn't have a designer, right? 
So, that is their major argument. The older special creation people, this is Hugh Ross, he's probably been 
up here before. His institute is called Reasons to Believe. So, the intelligent design is Discovery Institute. 
This is Reasons to Believe. 

 And they are not that different than intelligent design. Although, they don't deal so much with 
the designer. What they do is they take the latest finding in science. This is one of the reasons all these 
websites are fun because you see what the latest finding in sciences and they all deal with it. They'll 
explain it to you, every single one of them, from naturalistic evolution all the way down. And so, the 
older special creation people see it. 

 And then, they look at the Bible and they say, does this contradict anything in the Bible? Or 
actually does it do something for the Bible? Does it actually supplement? And then, young-earth 
creation. We all know those are the people who always get picked on, the six day 24-hour creationists. 
They also have a website called the Institute for Creation Research. And they do the same thing by 
taking the latest discoveries. 
 So, the major issues against evolution, either one or two are these. One, there's not enough 
transitional forms that the atheists actually, people like Stephen Jay Gould admitted, you should see a 
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lot more half-ape, half-humans, half this, half that. You don't see them. Number two, the Cambrian 
explosion. Suddenly, lots more complicated beings appeared in the crust. And mutations which is 
probably the most deadly. 
 If you're dependent on evolution, changing things by mutation, mutation is over 95%, either 
neutral or detrimental to an organism. So, it would take you a very long time to get anything good out of 
mutation. And in the meantime, transitional forms can't really exist, like half-formed lungs don't work, 
right? You can't do it that gradually. And then lastly, the difference between common descent and 
common design. So, people say you think it's common descent, but it's really just common design. 

 God, like human beings, uses the same material for multiple purposes. But here's the major 
issue. I speak at colleges all the time, and kids come up to me afterwards and they say, a kid will say, 
"I'm a Biology major," so great. "I want to go into Biochemistry," wonderful. "I want to do research on 
whatever," that's fabulous. And then, he whispers to me, "I believe in," and then he names one of the 
bottom three, right? "I believe in," let's say, six day creation, "Because some of them tell me that." 

 And I say, fine. As long as you know what the arguments are and you've made your decision, 
that's fine. Because it is not going to interrupt your being a scientist. Scientists stand around, I just 
picked up this little picture. Let's say we have five scientists. They're working on a project that's come 
out of NIH. And the project is to study a segment of DNA or RNA that they believe contributes to breast 
cancer, let's say. 
 And all five of those people are going to be working with material that exists right now today, 
right? That DNA, that RNA that they're working on is right there in front of them. It doesn't matter if all 
five of them believe a different story about origins. You see, the story we're told and the story that's 
promulgated in secular cultures is that if you do not believe this one story, naturalistic evolution, then 
you cannot be a scientist. Just absolutely crazy. 

 Has nothing to do with that. We're not working on the first animal that ever existed in science. 
So, okay, next. Secondary humanism. This is the most dominant one. Man makes himself. There was a 
picture when Jean-Paul Sartre died. We have a cartoonist that used to be with the Los Angeles Times, 
Paul Conrad who's now deceased. But he pictured Sartre carving himself and he'd gotten around near 
his ankles. 
 And it was a statue of course. And at the bottom, it had his name and dates of his birth and 
death. And then, it said, man makes himself. That is the picture of secular humanism. We're just here 
alone. We have to do it ourselves. If there's going to be any advances, we've got to do it. And we have 
no other help here. So, here's a little quote from Sartre to let you know what he believed. And to give 
you a big picture of secular humanism. "If man, as the existentialist conceives him he's indefinable, it is 
because at first he's nothing." 

 "Only afterward will he be something, and he himself will have made what he will be. Thus, 
there is no human nature, since there's no God to conceive it. Man is nothing else but what he makes of 
himself. At the start, man is a plan that becomes aware of itself. Nothing exists prior to this plan, there's 
nothing in heaven. Man will be all we have planned to be. You will have be what you have planned to 
be." 

 "When we say that a man is responsible for himself, we do not only mean he's responsible for 
himself, but he's responsible for all men." This is a problem. Right? This is where we are though. So, 
these are just things that you probably studied in college, different kinds of theories that are all come 
out of secular humanism, and either it's the social sciences or the humanities. So, I want to go to just 
quickly show you the principles of secular humanism. 
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 First of all, secular humanism's major goal, and you could see it in Sartre's paragraph, is radical 
individual freedom. There are people on faculties in sociology departments now teaching that anarchy 
would be a better form of government. Okay? They're literally teaching this. So, radical individual 
freedom is the first and major goal of secular humanism. Second, truth changes to human meanings. I'm 
going to talk about that a little bit more. 

 Because it's very dug into our humanities and what we teach, the idea that you lose capital T-
truth and you are left with human meaning. There's no sin, just human error. And we all make errors. 
Political power, we use political power to define things and to control things versus what is, and this was 
from the classical education tradition, what's good, true and beautiful. And I want to stop here for one 
second. 
 As educators, we have got to have a curriculum that leads people to good, true and beautiful. 
Some of the lighter works that we're using in literature do not lead people there. There's some work 
that in the end, you feel depressed, right? You read this piece of literature and you feel depressed. 
Okay? There was always in great literature, according to the classical tradition, it always dealt with 
human problems. 

 So, let's think of Dickens. Dickens was always about poverty, right? He was about the Child Labor 
Laws and things like that. But in the end, there's always redemptive influences, right? Then, you think of 
something like The Bluest Eye. The Bluest Eye is a story of a young African-American girl who's 
constantly sexually harassed by her father. Okay? The story just goes downhill from this. There's no in 
the end way of redemption. 
 We have to be careful as Christian educators to choose our literature so that number one, it 
does really deal with the issues that we have in the culture, racism, poverty, whatever it is that it deals 
honestly with those. But that there is some redemption at the end. And that's not happening in a lot of 
the literature that's coming out more recently. And it's one of the reasons that classical tradition, in its 
strictest form, only use literature that was still around after 100 years. 

 Because they believe that that literature would still be there. Now, I study schools in South 
Central LA. It's the most poverty-stricken area. It's where Watts is and all the riots or anything in LA, 
that's probably where it comes from. And I have a student who also teaches in that area. And he is a 
Social Studies teacher. And he's African-American, he looks like a linebacker. And he's a great Social 
Studies teacher. 

 And he discovered that in his school, the students were actually reading Fifty Shades of Grey. 
Okay, that's was their literature book. Because the excuse the teacher gave, or the teachers gave, was 
that, "Well, these kids are reading it anyway, we may as well use it." Okay, so he goes to the principal to 
object, right? So, these children are reading Fifty Shades of Grey and the principal, who is upper middle 
class and white says, "Well, I see why they're doing it because they want something the kids will really 
read," right? 
 And Brian who looks linebacker said, "I stood up in his office, and I pointed at him and I said, you 
are only saying that because your children don't go to school in this community. If this were your child's 
school, you would not say that." And he just walked out of the room. But he's right. He's absolutely 
right. And that's an example of what I would call real racism. A lot of what we talked about that is 
complicated and different, but that is an example. 

 So, the next, a lot of times, secular humanists believe that, in Jesus's commandment, do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you. Or more the Buddhist form which is don't do to people 
what you don't want them to you. So, it's a little bit lighter, but not the first. I mean, clearly, Jesus had 
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those two commandments in an order. Let's say you love the Lord your God with all your heart and all 
your soul and all your mind, and all your spirit, you cannot really do the second commandment. Right? 
 And it's hard enough if you do love the Lord to do the second commandment. Last, psychology, 
and I mentioned this earlier, is all about self-fulfillment. All about self-fulfillment, self-justification, self-
esteem. Think of Maslow's hierarchy, what's the highest level, self-actualization, you actualize yourself. 
Right? And this all started, some of you in the crowd are old enough to remember, with a book that we 
all read called I'm OK-You're OK. Right? 

 The reality is, I'm not okay and neither are you. And there's a way we could get better. And it 
doesn't have anything to do with us. We can depend on someone else for this. And then last, education 
and media begin to change the beliefs of the people through language. I'll give you an example of that 
real quickly. But the big issue is we don't talk about seeking truth anymore, especially not in the social 
sciences, or the humanities. 

 We talk about the social construction of meanings. And what that means is that meanings are 
constructed based on your social class. So, this is the Marxist analysis of literature, right? People read 
literature different based on their social class, their history, their culture, their gender, their individual 
desires. Ultimately, it's just your individual desire. So, you'll remember, those of you were in Literature 
classes in the university, when they told you that the writer is dead. 
 The writer's dead and now all you do is reader response. You actually read the text through who 
you are now and where you are in history. Right? What the writer wrote thus far, the reasons is the 
background of the writer's life is no longer important. So, this is an assumption that embeds in the social 
sciences, the assumption that there's no truth universal to human nature or human experience. Okay? 

 There's no capital T-truth in that. There can be capital T-truth in science. Recently, in a survey of 
18 to 30-year-olds, I think, in churches. Okay, these are 18 to 30-year-olds going to church. Over 50% of 
them were either in or wanting to go into science and technology. And I think it's because it's the only 
place left currently in the university that actually says there's something true, right? Actually says that's 
what it's looking for. 
 And I think that's attractive. But also in that same survey, they found that only 1% of those 
students of those people between 18 and 30 had ever heard anything in church about science. Had ever 
heard anything talked about in terms of science. So, this is a problematic when you begin to believe that 
the laws of human flourishing are not as inviolable as the laws of physics, for example. While we might 
believe about something that we're reading in the humanities, we can make it up if we want. 

 But in science, the hydrogen atom actually doesn't care what you think about it. Right? It's 
property isn't going to change. Neither do the laws of human nature. It doesn't matter what we believe. 
People always say, "Well, that's your truth. That's what you believe. But I believe something different." 
Honestly, if there are laws of human flourishing, they're permanent laws. I mean, there are laws that 
actually, whether we want them to or not, they're in operation. 

 Forgiveness is one of those. Forgiveness is a very strong law of human nature. And if you break 
it, we all know people who cannot forgive somebody and their life, in some cases, has been almost 
literally destroyed. Because they can't let something go. They cannot forgive somebody. That's a law of 
human nature. That's why it's built in. And that's why we have all the help by Christ for doing that. 

Jeff Haden (37:24): 



 
 

S7E2: Dr. Mary Poplin on Worldviews and Work 

Hi, this is Jeff Haden, the founder of Denver Institute for Faith & Work. Thanks for listening to the Faith 
& Work Podcast and for letting me interrupt you briefly to share just a request. I want to ask you to 
consider becoming a financial contributor to Denver Institute. Each day, thousands of people listen to 
our podcasts, engage our short courses and grow spiritually as a result of generous donors like you. 

 Each podcast episode is 100% funded by generous donors who believe that work is a way to love 
God, serve our neighbors and demonstrate the gospel to our world. If you've enjoyed the Faith & Work 
Podcast, would you consider paying it forward by giving right now? You can give by visiting 
difw.org/donate or by visiting the show notes page from this episode. Whether it be $50 a month, $25 a 
month or gift of any amount, we are so grateful for your support. 
 Again, you can get by visiting difw.org/donate or by checking out this episode's show notes. 
Thanks again for your generosity towards God's people and toward the mission of Denver Institute. And 
now, back to the Faith & Work Podcast. 

Dr. Mary Poplin (38:27): 

So, here's the example of how educators and media people change cultural beliefs. So, this is Anne 
Hendershott again in major cultural transitions. Words often change their meanings as new norms 
evolve and old cultural strengths loosen. Those involved in the politics of deviance, which is what she 
calls it, foster subtle changes in language as part of a larger campaign to alter perceptions. 

 This is very important. And effective media campaign pushes for standards of behavior based on 
individual desires rather than moral categories. You can think of a million places that's going on. It 
begins with the redefinition with a linguistic assault. So, words like crazy and deeply disturbed used to 
be connected to suicide. Today, they're replaced with words like dignity and autonomy. She wrote this 
probably 20 years before the weekly magazine, with a woman who committed suicide where she 
became an icon. 

 They're replaced with words like dignity and autonomy. And those who oppose it are 
stigmatizes as zealots. Okay, in the political realm, when you don't have a moral tether, you've really got 
King Arthur's Roundtable. And you have to ask yourself, who's not going to be invited? How are they 
going to decide and who's going to enforce this new standards? And how often are these moral norms 
going to be renegotiated? Because it's really just you've just got human beings here, so you've got to 
just keep renegotiating it. 
 And this is why Nietzsche said once you get rid of God, all you have left is power. It's all we've 
got. Get rid of God, all you have is power, you no longer have a moral plumb line that doesn't change, 
right? You have just human beings doing this, human beings deciding whether it's in a totalitarian 
government or a democracy. Or through the influence of secular media, or democratic votes of the 
electorate, which are bell curves or legislatures, courts or executive orders. 

 I mean, you're loose. You're loose from any permanent moral tether. I'm going to skip that and 
go to the last worldview outside Christianity. So, pantheism or being spiritual and not religious. Okay 
now, this is a place where we have lost ground. The students I meet now in the undergrad colleges, even 
though I don't teach them, I go to a church that's planted for them right now, a new church plant, they 
do not have trouble believing there's a spiritual world. 
 They've actually grown up. In my generation, we just had like Star Trek and a couple of other 
things. But they've grown up with Harry Potter and everything. I mean, and they are all playing with 
spiritual things. A lot of them, not all of them, but a lot of them are playing in spiritual playgrounds they 
shouldn't be in that they'll have to be cleansed off because I had to be cleansed of it. It is true. One of 
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the things that's problematic with the pantheistic religions is they don't separate out spirit that's evil 
and spirit that's good. Okay? 
 Christianity understands the spiritual world can be evil, but demonic things are spiritual, right, 
also. But it's a huge problem because they're getting lost in these pantheistic things that feel-good-do-it-
yourself become spiritual kinds of things. And even the Dalai Lama who's been asked several times, "Can 
you be a Christian and a Buddhist at the same time?" admits and he says on his website, eventually you 
can go a while on that. 

 But eventually, you have to make a choice because Buddha will not lead you to the same place 
as Christ will, or the other way around, Christ will not lead you to the same place Buddha will. And that's 
absolutely true. There are spirits. When Paul talks about what our battle is, he's always talking about the 
battle in spiritual worlds. He's never talking about a physical battle or even an intellectual battle 
unfortunately for me. 

 He's talking about a spiritual battle. And that is what we're battling. There is a very famous guy 
named Sam Huntington wrote a book called The Clash of World Civilizations. And he said the last clash 
we saw of world civilizations between Marxism and Capitalism was nothing like the coming one that is 
going to be between Islam and Christianity. Okay, so let's examine that. He talks about 9/11 a lot. Let's 
look at 9/11. 
 If you look at the discussion, the reasons for 9/11 from their side, you will find that they're 
completely against the radical secularism displaying their new moral norms to the world. Okay? So, they 
don't like the mass dispensation of secular moral norms, of secular economic norms. And so, that is their 
major criticism. Yes, radical Islam doesn't love Christianity, but that is not despite. Its major fight, you 
could see it in France during the magazine event, right? 

 To me, that is nothing but two of the most radical spirits fighting each other. A radical spirit on 
the right, ISIS, and a radical spirit on the left, the Charlie magazine. That is a perfect example of the kinds 
of powers and principalities that are going on in the world that are spiritual battles. They are spiritual 
battles. And we've lost the ability to even analyze that and the culture. And honestly, a lot of Christians 
have lost that ability. 
 And the only reason I think I didn't just stay in working against the other two worldviews but I 
got into this is that I had been in a lot of dangerous pantheistic New Age kinds of things. And I had 
demonic experiences. I know it's not theologically right. But I can tell you that even my last encounter, 
demonic encounter in the middle of the night was after I came back from Mother Teresa's, right? 
Several years after I had become a Christian. 

 And the kids who are playing with that right now, they're into things that I wasn't even into. 
Harvard last year almost had a black mass, a satanic mass. And the Archbishop of Boston is the only 
person who came out against it, renounced it. And then, the president of Harvard, she said, "I also really 
don't like this, but because of freedom of religion," I think she called it, "Because we have to have 
freedom of expression and everything, I can't stop it." 

 Now, you cannot imagine the spirits you get if you honor Satan in a mass. You can't imagine 
them. Because we don't play in that realm. But there are people who are doing it. And I've seen them in 
various places. And I've encountered a few myself and I had that problem myself. So, it's a place that the 
church is weak. I think it's why, honestly, now, two-thirds of the evangelical churches are charismatic. 

 I think that's them going that direction to be able to deal with that phenomenon. And I think I 
don't think very many of them can, but I do think that's why it's happening. Pantheism. So, because 
Christians, of course, believe in the spirit world, so do pantheist, we believe there are processes to go 
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through to reach it, worship, reading text, things like that. But the biggest difference between 
Christianity and pantheism and spiritual and not religion is what happens with desire and suffering. 
 Buddha was a prince. He got outside his father's kingdom. And by the way, every religion, every 
major religion in the world that's not Judeo-Christian was birthed in the period, except for Islam, was 
birthed in the period between the end of the Old Testament and Jesus coming, including Buddhism, 
Hinduism, all of those pantheistic religions came out then and all their Confucius lived in, Laozi lived in. 
So, the big issue for Buddha was he got outside his father's kingdom, and he saw this suffering. 

 And so, he devoted his life to how do you get rid of human suffering. And his conclusion was to 
get rid of desire. So, if you rid yourself of desire, it'll eliminate suffering because if something's taken 
away from you, you won't care because you didn't desire it anyway, even though of course, to desire to 
get rid of a desire is desire. But nevertheless, it was let them go with that one. So, he believed and they 
believe desire blocks enlightenment, desire leads to suffering and suffering is always to be avoided. 

 They have four noble truths that misery exists. It comes from the desires within us. It can be 
eliminated if you follow a particular path. Okay, that is almost the opposite of Christianity. In 
Christianity, you have to recognize that we have right and wrong desires. A lot of times in the Bible, it 
says God wants to give you the desires of your heart. So, the desires of your heart actually form the 
basic purposes in your life. 
 Your calling, more than even your calling. Your basic emphasis for life is in your heart. And very 
interestingly, when you study the Bible through an education lens, you will find that knowledge is tied to 
the mind. But understanding is never related to the mind in the Bible. Understanding is always related 
to the heart. And I think we really haven't come close to understanding the connection between 
education and the heart other than a superficial be-nice-to-kids thing. 

 I think it's much deeper than that. And it doesn't always involve just being nice to kids. 
Sometimes, involves being very tough with them and saying, "I know you can get to this place, and we're 
going to go there together. And it's not going to be easy, but you're going to do it and I'm determined," 
right? But the heart issue is a huge one that we have to come back to. So, right desire forms basic life 
purpose suffering. Jesus told us we're going to suffer. 
 There is nothing in the New Testament that suggests we're going to have a really fun life. 
Basically, he says, "They hate me and they're going to hate you." Right? Maybe it's just me, maybe it's 
the way all the years, 41 years, I stayed out in the wilderness. But I can honestly tell you, I almost never 
grow spiritually unless I suffer. If I'm not suffering, I rarely have enough just gumption and guts to do 
something that I've made even though I need to do. 

 But God wants to give human beings the right desires of their heart and redeem their wrong 
desires. So, when we confess our sins again, and this is a scripture that we only know half of, but it's so 
important in the 1 John 1:9, if we're faithful to confess our sins, He's faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Apart from whatever it is that's causing that sin, He 
doesn't just forgive you. 

 He then works to cleanse it so you don't just keep doing it, right? So, I'll use the example of 
pornography again. Soon as I came to Christ, I knew it was wrong. That doesn't mean I didn't know it 
was wrong before. I believe in natural law that God has implanted His laws in our heart and we know it, 
right? We know it. So, but I knew I never wanted to see it again, never wanted to be near it. And God 
took it away from me immediately when I confessed it. 
 I never went to see it again. However, I could be driving down the freeway in Los Angeles, you 
have a lot of time on freeways in Los Angeles, and things from things I've seen before would just come 
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into my mind. Now, I don't know how long even sometimes I would be engaging those. And then 
suddenly, I would catch myself and I would stop and I would just use that scripture, I would say, "God, 
you saw that and I saw that. And I confess to you that it was sin. And I asked you to forgive me but not 
only forgive me, but cleanse me from this." 

 Now, it took probably three years before I realized I never saw it again. Right? Never saw it 
again. Because the principles in the Bible, when you really apply them, work. You see, this is not just 
something made up. People think that we just are in La La Land and we convince ourselves that these 
things work, but they don't really work. It's just something we've pulled ourselves because we have this 
Bible and we have friends in the church and things like that. 
 So, God really does transform the consequences. So, here's the slide, Lesslie Newbigin says this 
about the higher rationality that we have. The Christian claim is that, though the Christian worldview 
can in no way be reached by any logical step from the axioms of other worldviews, nevertheless, the 
Christian worldview does offer a wider rationality that embraces and does not contradict the truth of 
these worldviews. 

 But we're all operating and we've all been taught just on those worldviews. So, the center is 
missing. There's no middle in what we've actually been taught. The higher rationality is missing. So, for a 
Christian educator's opportunities, but I'm just going to summarize a few. We've got to restore the idea 
that our curriculum ought to be good, true and beautiful. We ought to be teaching kids things that are 
true. We ought to be concentrating on beauty. 
 Again, I mean, this is a huge problem in the art world. I have friends who are Christian in the art 
world, and it is so decadent, at least in Los Angeles. If you go to an opening, it's almost sickening. So, we 
have got to restore the idea of beauty. Got to have kids listen to classical music. And when I was in 
Germany a few years ago, they had turned on classical music in all their trains, stations and airports and 
all those public places. 

 And they had reduced crime by over 50% just by playing classical music. So, we've got to go back 
to goodness, truth and beauty. And we got to check our curriculum for that. We've got to teach virtues 
and there's lots of ways to do that. I've given Jeff something that I think he'll give you, right, do you have 
that? The list of virtues that you can just start using those words. The teachers we watched used those 
words. They taught those kids the words like diligence, perseverance. 
 They taught them those big words as part of their day. And there's a whole list of, I think, 48 of 
them and what their opposite is. And you can do that. You can pull up some proverbs that aren't going 
to offend anybody and have kids just memorize. People need to go back to memorization. We're doing 
something cognitively wrong. And we all see all these studies about what happens if you stay on the 
internet too much. 

 And you don't remember anything because you can always go back and Google it again. And all 
these things. We've got to start implementing memorization, again, worried about their minds. And in 
the Bible, especially in the Old Testament, people were supposed to tell the stories to their children. 
They passed everything on orally, they didn't have books and libraries to go to. And we need to try to do 
that more. 

 We need to talk about selecting our texts. This is one of the huge issues for me right now. There 
is something wrong with the way we do multiculturalism. And my new team of researchers are all 
except me, either Latino, black or mixed. And they are also all Christian interestingly. And we've had this 
conversation now, it's like what is wrong? What I think is wrong is that we are teaching each other to 
look at each other through a very small lens. 
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 That is your destiny and God has something but not a whole lot to do with your race, or your 
class, or your culture. God turns those things around crazy, especially class issues and things like that. 
That your race is important in what you're called to. But it is not the only thing. And the way that we're 
teaching it is clearly not working. I mean, we couldn't have not made more progress, if it were working. 
And so, I think we have to look at Jesus. 

 So, what do we know about Jesus? First of all, Jesus has a genealogy that's unlike anybody's 
genealogy in the Bible. It's not all men. It's five women. Of those five women, four of them are not Jews, 
and they're not particularly pure, I will say. They all have pretty serious problems. But they are written 
into his genealogy. Right? Then, you have all the issues about the Samaritans, how Jesus exalted some of 
the Samaritans. 
 You have the first city that actually came to Christ, Sychar in Samaria. And it comes to Christ 
through a sinner woman. Right? It's the woman at the well who is the first evangelist, right? You have in 
John 8, that's John 4, the woman at the well. But in John 8, I just realized this this year, you read this 
passage and Jesus says that Jesus has healed on the Sabbath. So, he's in trouble again. Right? So, the 
Pharisees have collected themselves around Him. 

 And one of the Pharisees says to Jesus, "Aren't we right? You are a Samaritan and you have a 
demon." You know what Jesus says, "I don't have a demon." He doesn't even say he's not a Samaritan. 
He's been telling his disciples all along, "I have other sheep. I have other people also, not just these 
people, but other people." The first time they're called Christians is in Antioch. And in that group, you'll 
see it's a multiracial group. It's a multiracial, multinational group. 
 So, we've got to figure this out. 1 Corinthians 12 is the best description of the body. And this 
actually relates to the dream I had. Because I saw the cells in my body. And basically, in 1 Corinthians 12, 
we're all a little cell in Jesus's body and he's the head. And one cell can't say to the other, the foot can't 
say to the hand, I don't belong to you and I can't say you don't belong to me, right? There's something in 
there that's actually the solution to this issue because there still is racism. 

 There still is classism. And you can see it when you start studying these schools. The teachers 
who end up in the poor schools are not the same teachers who end up teaching middle class kids. 
They're not. Some teachers take it on as their destiny. And those are the ones that we study. But there 
are a whole lot of really horrific things going on in very poor schools, horrific. We never go to a school 
that doesn't have police cars around it. 

 We never go to a school without police cars. Once, I have no idea why I walked into this high 
school, there were 27 police cars and police motorcycles around the school. It's not the same. There's 
something we really have to work out here. But we've got to use Jesus as our model, not secular 
humanism as our model. Not Marxism as our model. Those are not our models. I think it would be a 
great project for some of you just to get together and work on. 
 I think you should just teach all the options to materialist evolution. And just say, "Kids, here's 
the six versions I know. And this is what they each believe." I think we've got to get rid of sex education. 
It's teaching really bad things. If you want to read a really scary book before you send your children to 
college, make them read it. It's by Miriam Grossman, and it's called Unprotected. And she will talk to you 
about the truth about what's happening on campuses sexually. 

 Over one-half of the students now who are leaving colleges have a venereal disease that we 
have no cure for. I mean, it's really crazy. And we need to start teaching about real health, just real 
health. There's almost nothing that is in the Bible that can't be shown not just in the Bible, but in 
medical journals. 
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Speaker 2 (59:01): 

If you've enjoyed this episode of the Faith & Work Podcast, please subscribe, leave a review and share 
with a friend. The Faith & Work Podcast is produced by Denver Institute for Faith & Work. We believe 
that work is a way to love God and serve our neighbors. To learn more or to make a financial 
contribution, visit denverinstitute.org. 

 


