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Stephanie Summers (00:02): 

Before you start in these conversations, take the time to think about what you believe and why. Know 
where you think you don't share a common ground with someone, and know where you think you 
might. That's a really important piece. 

Speaker 2 (00:18): 

You're listening to The Faith and Work Podcast where we explore what it means to serve God, neighbor, 
and society through our daily work. 

Dustin Moody (00:29): 

Hello and thanks for listening to The Faith and Work Podcast. I'm Dustin Moody, director of 
communications at Denver Institute for Faith and Work, and a few weeks ago I had the opportunity to 
interview a panel of leaders for our event called The Politics of Neighborly Love. I'm excited to share a 
portion of that conversation with you today. 

Dustin Moody (00:46): 

Many of us are navigating this political season with at least a few questions about our role as Christians 
and as citizens. What does it mean to love our neighbors through politics? How do we talk with people 
across differences? How we navigate issues of faith and public policy? In September, we talked with a 
panel of experts about our political discourse and our partisan choices leading up to next month's 
election. 

Dustin Moody (01:06): 

In this episode, you'll hear from Justin Giboney who joined us on a previous podcast as the founder of 
the AND Campaign and the author of Compassion and Conviction. We also talk with Governor Bill 
Haslam of Tennessee, Scott Sauls of Christ Presbyterian Church in Nashville, and Stephanie Summers, 
the CEO of the Center for Public Justice. 

Dustin Moody (01:23): 

Today's episode is just a portion of a much larger conversations, and if you're interested in hearing 
more, you can watch the full event replay at difw.org/politics. It includes a talk from our theologian 
residents Ryan Tafilowski, the keynote from Justin, the panel discussion, and a panel discussion guide 
that you can use to watch with a group of friends, your family, or your church small group. Again, that 
link is difw.org/politics or you can click through to this episode show notes page. 

Dustin Moody (01:52): 

We hope you enjoy this panel discussion from The Politics of Neighborly Love. 

Dustin Moody (01:58): 

I'd love to help you get to know our panelists a little bit more. Governor Haslam, we'll start with you. For 
those watching outside of Tennessee who may not be as familiar with your work in government, you've 
written extensively and spoken about how being faithful and being political are not mutually exclusive. 
I'd be curious to know how your faith informed your politics in your work as governor. 

Governor Bill Haslam (02:17): 
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Well, thanks and thanks for having me. And Justin, that was a wonderful intro to this whole 
conversation. Thanks for doing it. Let me start with this, I would have never ever run for governor and 
mayor before that if it hadn't been for my faith. The Frederick Beatner quote about calling is where the 
world's needs and your longing and desire for meet, and for me, that has been in the public arena or 
was for 15 years. But as to the question, how did your faith affect your politics and your political life, I'd 
say the same way it does for whether you're teaching or you're in business or you're a pastor or medical 
professional or anything else. It should direct everything about us, and I think Justin was getting at the 
heart of it. Too many of us have let our politics inform our faith rather than our faith inform our politics. 

Governor Bill Haslam (03:03): 

For me, it starts with this idea. It starts with when Paul says, "Do nothing out of selfishness or empty 
conceit but with humility consider others greater than yourself." Well, I challenge you to find any 
political consultant in the world that would give you that advice, but that's how we're supposed to enter 
the public arena. And that's how we're supposed to enter every debate and discussion and try to do that 
in the big and the little decisions that came before me. 

Dustin Moody (03:30): 

Thanks for joining us, Governor Haslam. 

Dustin Moody (03:32): 

Scott, I'd love to hear a little bit more from you just briefly. You are vocal and active on subjects that 
other pastors might feel a little timid to talk about right now, both politics, race in the church, 
immigration, care for the marginalized. Why is this an important topic for you to address right now, both 
for you personally and for your church? 

Scott Sauls (03:50): 

Because I believe that politics represent both the greatest opportunity and the greatest threat to true 
Christian unity. The longest recorded prayer that we have from Jesus is about the unity of the church 
and how when the world looks at us and sees how we love one another, they'll know that we belong to 
Jesus. It shouldn't be lost on us that in his audience that day was Matthew the tax collector and Simon 
the zealot who didn't believe in taxes. And somehow with all of the record that we have of the disciples 
bickering with each other, we don't have a single known instance of Matthew and Simon getting into a 
political debate. We do have plenty of evidence of them living together and dying together under King 
Jesus who's kingdom is not of this world. 

Scott Sauls (04:45): 

But I also think that the realm of politics and political engagement represents the greatest opportunity 
and the greatest threat to Christian witness in the world. We're either going to demonstrate something 
beautiful and life giving to the world as we're called to do, or we will demonstrate ourselves to be no 
different than the world in the way we engage the process. And of course, Justin has touched on a lot of 
the different ways that we could do that. 

Scott Sauls (05:11): 

But truth be told you can have two churches in the same city, in different zip codes, and in both 
churches everybody in the congregation can affirm that all 66 books of the Bible are true and from God 
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and there's not a single error in the scriptures. And everybody in both of those congregations can affirm 
that without question. Both can affirm the Apostles' Creed and Orthodox theology, and in one of those 
churches, you can hear almost everybody resounding and saying that I don't know how you can identify 
as a Christian and also identify as a Democrat. And then you go to the other church in another part of 
town, and everybody who also believes the Bible all the way through is saying, "I don't know how you 
could identify yourself as a Christian and as a Republican," which means that we all got some blind 
spots. 

Scott Sauls (06:06): 

If we're all esteeming the same scriptures and following the same Lord and Savior and yet can be so 
deeply polarized based on social situation, based on privilege, power, lack of privilege, power, our 
politics, and we're often not willing to admit this, but they're heavily governed by our own situation. And 
I love what Justin put in front of us that the purpose of politics is not to assert, to protect, to defend our 
own power and our own rights and our own privileges. The purpose of politics like every other 
engagement with the human community is to figure out a way to love our neighbor as ourselves in the 
name of Christ, and sometimes that might mean some self sacrifice. 

Scott Sauls (06:51): 

So I want people to be discipled by those thoughts and by the Lord and Savior who gave us those 
thoughts and stop being discipled by Fox News and CNN. And I fear that there are way too many 
Christians that are discipled by cable news and political platforms instead of Jesus. And what you get is 
counterfeit pictures of who Jesus is, and you get a bad witness to the world and a lack of unity in the 
church. And Jesus made us for more than that. 

Dustin Moody (07:21): 

Thanks, Scott. We're going to address some of that lack of unity later on in the broadcast. Stephanie, I'd 
love to hear a little bit more from you before we go any farther. You're probably the panelist most 
closely aligned with the advocacy and policy process. Tell us a little bit about how your faith informs the 
work that you do at The Center for Public Justice. 

Stephanie Summers (07:37): 

Yeah, sure. And thank you so much for having me. I really appreciate the invitation. So there's a short 
answer. The answer is completely, but I could talk a ton about this. But let me say three things that I 
think are really particularly relevant in the work. One is confidence, the second's perseverance, and the 
third is image bearing. 

Stephanie Summers (07:58): 
The first, confidence, really knowing what God intends as the end of the story means that every day we 
can trust God for the results of our work in a world that is still marred by sin. The reality that I face every 
day, that my staff face, and that us as citizens and elected officials face every day is that something that 
we're going to do today will have unintended consequences. Often despite our best intentions and our 
efforts to honor God with what we do. And knowing that God is not hampered in accomplishing what 
God intends, means that we pray for wisdom. We work diligently to discern what we would believe God 
would have us do, and then we make decisions. And we advocate for policy idea in public. 
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Stephanie Summers (08:48): 

The second, perseverance, the Christian faith has a robust doctrine of sin. So we expect to see the 
effects of the fall in the world, and they are grievous. The sins not merely individual acts. Sin is systemic 
injustices, and we see in scripture that individual sin requires change, heart change, but that that's not 
enough. We see that systemic injustices require changes in law and policy. But that's really slow work. It 
requires perseverance and that is the persistence in doing something despite difficulty or delay in 
achieving success. 

Stephanie Summers (09:33): 

The third thing, image bearers. Because God created every human being to bear God's image, this 
means that every human possesses fundamental dignity and worth. And that has massive implications 
for how we as Christians care about injustice and how we orient our public police and how we love our 
neighbor through politics. 

Dustin Moody (09:56): 

Before we go much farther, I think it might be helpful to talk about some things that we're not going to 
cover tonight. We're not going to tell you who to vote for. I know that might be the easy way out, but 
that's probably not why you're joining us on this call. Instead, what we want to give is some time to 
debate and dialogue a discussion that may not happen in most of our politic discourse today. Many of us 
probably like policies that fit on bumper stickers or tweets or hats, but unfortunately matters of faith 
and politics are a little more complicated than that. That's what we're going to dive into with our 
panelists. 

Dustin Moody (10:25): 

We're also not going to discuss the two leading candidates for president or their political parties, at least 
not directly. Instead, we're going to start with scripture, which is where we draw our next question 
from. Justin's laid out a great articulation of why we need to love our neighbors through politics, but it 
brings up the question of who that applies to. 

Dustin Moody (10:42): 
So Governor Haslam, my question for you is the same one that the lawyer asks Jesus in Luke 10. When it 
comes to politics, who is my neighbor? 

Governor Bill Haslam (10:51): 

Well, the answer obviously when he finishes the story of the good Samaritan, and the answer was an 
obvious. It's really everybody that you come into contact with. That's a challenge for us in today's 
political world. We're not accustomed to thinking of folks on the other side as our neighbor. But I loved 
what Stephanie said about the image of God. If I really do believe that, if I really do believe that the 
person on the other side of the argument is created in the image of God, well that changes that 
argument really quickly. And one of the things that I'd love to suggest for us is there's certain things that 
Christians are known for in the public arena. We're known for maybe our position on abortion or on 
judicially there's lots of things that people tell you, "Yeah, that's what Christians are known for." What 
we're not known for is entering the public square with this conviction that the other folks are created in 
the image of God, that they might be right because I know that because I'm a sinful person, I know I 
could be wrong. So that means they could be right, and then the idea of approaching that with humility. 
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Governor Bill Haslam (12:00): 

Both James and Peter say God's opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble. But when I'm 
engaging with somebody on the other side who approaches me in a spirit of humility, it changes my 
approach. Instead of being ready to fight back, I'm thinking, "Okay. I'm going to listen." And I think that's 
true of us as well. If we'd be known as people who enter the public square with this thought of, "We 
could be wrong. We know that's really true because we're sinful people. And the person that I think is so 
wrong is created in the image of God, and therefore I'm going to enter this square with humility." I think 
every discussion gets different really quick. 

Dustin Moody (12:39): 

Stephanie, in the past you've written about our responsibility as citizens. That as Christians engage in 
political process, we have a responsibility to our fellow citizens. Who does that responsibility extend to? 

Stephanie Summers (12:51): 

That's great. The easy part of the answer is everyone. The harder part of the answer is like actually 
loving our neighbors through politics because that means something costly. It means working to 
understand problems that you yourself might not experience. And it means working towards solutions in 
law and policy that lead to the resolution of injustices that your neighbors are experiencing but that 
maybe you aren't. 

Dustin Moody (13:20): 

Stephanie, you guys at The Center for Public Justice have talked before about ideas around the common 
good. Justin's mentioned it earlier tonight. Scott's written about it. Governor Haslam's talked about it. 
My challenge tonight is the ideas of common good can be a little bit hard to understand. So I want to 
make them a little bit more tangible for the people who are watching. 

Dustin Moody (13:38): 

Number one, we don't have a clear articulation from scripture what the common good looks like. We 
have a few references to it that we know of. Throughout the Old Testament the idea of shalom is 
entirely present, this idea that we are in right relationship with God, in right relationship with his 
created order, in right relationship with one another. In Jeremiah 29, God calls Israel "to seek the peace 
and prosperity to the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper." And then in First Corinthians, Paul writes, "To each is given the 
manifestation of the spirit for the common good." 

Dustin Moody (14:08): 

Justin, I'd love to bring you back into the panel discussion. When we talk about the common good, what 
are you actually talking about? 

Justin (14:15): 

Yeah. I think when we think about the common good, we just need to think... First of all, we have to 
think outside of ourselves. We have to think what principles benefit everybody? And one of the things I 
think sometimes historically Christians have gotten wrong is that we seem like we're saying things just 
because the Bible said it, but a lot of what we're putting out there is practical. And if we're able to take 
the time to tell people why it not only benefits Christians, and we're not just saying it because the Bible 
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says it, but we're saying it because it promotes human flourishing. Or we're saying it because it defends 
human dignity. So there are certain things that I think we can see more easily that are for the common 
good. We want to make sure that people aren't physically harmed. We want to make sure that they're 
alive. We want to make sure that people have some level of a safety net so they can eat. Things of that 
nature to say I have to put some of those core things in front of some of my political preferences. 

Justin (15:05): 

One of the things I talk about quite a bit is the politics of Christian self interest. And I think a lot of 
people when they think of Christians and politics, those are the things they think about. Now nothing 
says that we can't advocate for our own self interest, but do we really want that to be what we're 
known for? I would imagine that when I meet my maker, he's going to say to us, "Well done, not 
because of how you kind of defended yourself and what you did for yourself but on how you defended 
your neighbor." And I think if we think in that way, we get closer because we're never going to get it 
perfectly. But I think so much of the Bible is about, as my friend Michael Weir says, the orientation of 
your heart. 

Justin (15:44): 

There's a framework that we can have disagreements and that we may not come to the same 
conclusion. But if you're focused on the orientation of your heart and those basic things that again 
defend human dignity, I think you'll be in the right area. 

Governor Bill Haslam (15:58): 

Dustin, can I jump in real quick? 

Dustin Moody (16:00): 

Absolutely, and I've got a followup for you, Governor. 

Governor Bill Haslam (16:02): 

Yeah. The video referred to this and Justin did in his keynote. I think too many of us when we look at our 
political approach, we're saying like, "Where do you stand on climate change or on abortion or on the 
deficit?" Whatever it would. Here's the thing that all of us need to remember about government, 
government's here to serve a function. That's that they help provide services that people can't buy on 
their own. So for some people, they can't buy, none of us can buy our own interstate system, our own 
national defense. But a lot of folks can't provide for their own mental health needs, et cetera. And so 
one of the things I'd encourage everybody listening here to remember is a lot of this is about who can 
help us to most effectively deliver the services that government is charged with delivering. 

Governor Bill Haslam (16:50): 
Now all of us in our different political views have different ideas on how active that government should 
be. But we should all be committed to this idea that governments not just about policy. It's about 
actually delivering services people in the most effective way because I always reminded myself in 
Tennessee, if you needed a drivers licenses, you were going to get it from us. If you were a family with a 
disabled child, low income, the only way you were going to get help was probably going to be from us. 
So it really mattered how we delivered those services, and I just want to encourage all of us as we think 
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about what's the Christian position on this, one of our Christian positions should be about being 
effective deliverers of service. 

Governor Bill Haslam (17:34): 

The verse, "For God sends his son on the good and the evil and reigns on the just and the unjust." He 
doesn't make a distinction when it comes to the common good. 

Dustin Moody (17:48): 

Governor, if I can ask a quick followup to that, I completely agree. My question's a little different 
though. You're the only panelist tonight that has an obvious political affiliation. You were two-term 
governor of Tennessee, mayor before that. I'm not revealing any family trade secrets by saying that. 

Governor Bill Haslam (18:03): 

Right. 

Dustin Moody (18:03): 

And if I can make a generalization, Republicans typically advocate for more restrained expressions of 
those services that you mentioned. More individual liberty, autonomy, and making personal 
responsibility. I'm generalizing I realize, and I would say just for my own biases, I'm sympathetic to that 
political persuasion. As a Republican, how do you balance the common good with those ideals? 

Governor Bill Haslam (18:29): 

Sure. So one of the hard things about government is this, ultimately government is like your family. We 
have to pay for everything that we get, and like your family, there's a lot of things that we would like to 
provide that we can't. That your kids would say, "I'd like to do this," or, "We'd like to go on this kind of 
vacation," and at some point and time, say, "That's great. Here's how the budget works." Now in a state, 
in a city, you actually have to balance those budgets. At the end of the day, it has to be zero at the 
bottom. In the federal government, we don't do that. But one of the concerns I would have is it's easy 
for us to say as a Christian, how can you be against more services for people that need them because 
the need is there. But I'd say the flip side of that question is, what are handing to our children or 
grandchildren in terms of the debt that they're going to be inheriting from the things we're buying for 
now? I think the whole idea of if we decide it's a good idea, then let's decide how we're going to pay for 
it now. 

Jeff Haanen (19:27): 

Hi. This is Jeff Haanen, the founder of Denver Institute for Faith and Work. Hey, thanks for listening to 
The Faith and Work Podcast and for letting me interrupt you briefly to share just a request. I want to ask 
you to consider becoming a financial contributor to Denver Institute. Each day thousands of people 
listen to our podcast, engage our short courses, and grow spiritually as a result of generous donors like 
you. Each podcast episode is 100% funded by generous donors who believe that work is a way to love 
God, serve our neighbors, and demonstrate the gospel to our world. 

Jeff Haanen (19:57): 

If you've enjoyed The Faith and Work Podcast, would you consider paying it forward by giving right 
now? You can give by visiting difw.org/donate or by visiting the show notes page from this episode. 
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Whether it be $50 a month, $25 a month, or a gift of any amount, we are so grateful for your support. 
Again, you can give my visiting difw.org/donate or by checking out this episode's show notes. 

Jeff Haanen (20:22): 

Thanks again for your generosity towards God's people and towards the mission of Denver Institute. 

Jeff Haanen (20:27): 

And now back to The Faith and Work Podcast. 

Dustin Moody (20:32): 

Scott, I'd love to bring you in on this as well. What mandates can we find from scripture about pursuing 
the common good? 

Scott Sauls (20:38): 

I think that you can go in a number of directions on the common good question. So I'll focus on the 
people component. There's also places and things, systems. The Kuyperian thought that every square 
inch is under the domain of Christ, and therefore should be stewarded in that way. So there's a lot of 
angles you could go to, but just in terms of the answer that everybody seems to be giving, everybody's 
your neighbor. That's absolutely true. And we need to especially pay attention to our neighbors that 
Jesus seemed to pay special attention to and those who are most vulnerable, most disadvantaged, have 
the least amount of voice and agency and ability to advocate for themselves. And that's where it puts 
Christians in this odd place of, again, opportunity and vulnerability in that if we're going to be wholesale 
followers of Jesus, it's going to be impossible for us to be wholesale followers of the partisan right or the 
partisan left platform because both sides have blood on their hands in different ways. And both sides 
are serving part of the common good in certain ways. 

Scott Sauls (21:54): 

So I think the simple response I would want to give to that is that in Bryan Loritts who you may or may 
not have had on in your programs. But Bryan's the pastor who made a statement awhile ago after the 
George Floyd shooting. He basically said this... He's an evangelical pastor whose African American, and 
he said, "We cannot have an a la carte position as pro-life people." In other words, we can't advocate for 
and defend and protect and pour into advocacy for one segment of the vulnerable human community 
and accept that they'll be collateral damage because we're putting all of our eggs over here. A 
Christian's not allowed to accept collateral damage with injustice is in play. 

Scott Sauls (22:46): 

The Bible, both the Old and the New Testament talks about giving ourselves until all the need is gone. 
And one way that we can take that is there is no time when Christians can rest on the subject of injustice 
until there is no more injustice. And of course along with that Jesus said, "The poor you're always going 
to have with you." 

Scott Sauls (23:05): 

So where our parties, I don't think it's wrong. I don't personally think it's wrong to align with a party and 
vote with a party and that sort of thing. But because both parties have blood on their hands in different 
ways, both parties are missing it in terms of being comprehensibly for all of our vulnerable neighbors. 
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Scott Sauls (23:23): 

We also have to figure out as Christians, like they did in early Rome, post-New Testament era, how to 
work outside of the political system to do justly and love mercy and walk humbly with our God. In other 
words, we can't be utterly dependent on the political system to accomplish comprehensive neighbor 
love. Remember that the whole Bible was written by people in prison, people who were being 
persecuted. There was no such thing as tax break for your tithing, stuff like that. It was very hostile 
government environment. And the Christians had to because they were forced to. They had to work 
outside of the political system to accomplish the justice that in many ways the injustices were being 
perpetrated by Rome, and the Christians worked outside of the government. 

Scott Sauls (24:07): 

So we have to figure out what are the ways that we have to work outside of our party. For instance, if 
I'm let's say Democrat, I've got to figure out a way... How is it that I'm going to advocate for the unborn 
and speak against the injustice perpetrated by the majority of my party? And if I'm a red state person, 
I've got to figure out how I'm going to work outside, like Governor Haslam has, being on the board for 
World Vision and advocating for healthcare access. How am I going to work outside of the causes that 
my party isn't famous for supporting and sometimes works against as a Christian because I serve a 
higher king. 

Scott Sauls (24:43): 

So it's complicated, but it has to be both and. We engage politics, but we have to work around it. And 
when we do confronting of systems, we got to confront the systems that we've aligned with first. Logs 
and specs, right? So I'll stop there. 

Dustin Moody (24:58): 

Scott, it seems like one of the things that many of our viewers are struggling with is the idea that there's 
no middle ground. That if they're on the left working towards the right or if they're on the right working 
towards the left, there are very few incentives to actually compromise and make that happen. So I'd 
love to move us from this idea of the common grounds into common good because it seems very hard 
to pursue the common ground when we don't agree on most things today, when we don't speak the 
same language. Many of our listeners wrote in on our pre-event survey saying they don't even feel like 
they can talk to their neighbors or their friends or their family members about matters of policy and 
matters of faith. And if there's one area that I want to provide some wisdom and insight for our viewers 
tonight, this is consistently the one that came up in our feedback before this event, created the most 
anxiety in this political season. How do we have conversations that matter in times that are very 
important? 

Dustin Moody (25:44): 

Stephanie, I'd love to start with you. When we had you on The Faith and Work Podcast last spring, you 
talked about each of our individuals political autobiography, and you said we need to have an 
invitational approach to the way that we talk about politics. I'm wondering if you could share a little bit 
more about that. 

Stephanie Summers (26:00): 
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Sure. Yeah. I mean, I think that political autobiography, just so folks know, we have a curriculum called 
Political Discipleship, and political autobiography's part of it. And in it, what you do is as a group, 
everyone kind of writes how they became who they became politically, what influenced you, what's 
your story. And then as an opportunity within the context of the group to share those political 
autobiographies, and in many ways, they are incredibly helpful tools for folks beginning to see the 
perspective of the other and how it was shaped, what caused a person to become a particular way. And 
they become less characters and much more people who are image bearers in that conversation. 

Stephanie Summers (26:46): 

I can add a couple points. Sort of how do we conduct ourselves in public when we are working in these 
places where it's hard to find common ground. The reality is it's possible we won't find common ground, 
and it's important that we just acknowledge that from the offset and that's okay. But there are a lot of 
opportunities to try to achieve common ground. 

Stephanie Summers (27:09): 
So some things that are pretty practical that folks can do. Before you start in these conversations, take 
the time to think about what you believe and why. Know where you think you don't share a common 
ground with someone, and know where you think you might. That's a really important piece. 

Stephanie Summers (27:27): 

The second is really to remember that you're in a conversation with someone for whom Jesus died, 
someone who is beloved by God. So treat them that way, even if they don't treat you that way when 
you're in that conversation. When you're in it, listen to understand what the other person believes, 
where they think you share common ground, and where they think you don't. And ask questions if you 
need to better understand, but your goal right now is listening to understand. And then ask if you can 
share what you believe and why and how you see the problem and how you see the solutions. And if 
they say no when you ask if you can share, say thank you. Okay. And thank them for what they've 
shared with you. And then decide if what has come about in your conversation has indicated that there's 
something that you can do together to build on this common ground or not. 

Stephanie Summers (28:28): 

Like I said at the beginning, you may achieve in the end disagreement, but achieving disagreement is an 
achievement and it's okay and helpful actually to name that, that we don't agree. However, you may 
find that once you understand the problems and the solutions better from their perspective than you 
did when you came to the conversation, there are things that you can do together. 

Stephanie Summers (28:53): 
And the last thing is if they go away mad, which is all of our biggest fear, try again another day. Tell them 
the conversation didn't go as you'd hoped, and you'd like to try again. We have a saying at CPJ, if 
someone leaves the meeting mad, you go after them. It's your job. Sometimes they say yes to trying 
again, and that actually makes all the difference in being able to build common ground. 

Dustin Moody (29:17): 

Yeah. Justin, I'd love to read a quote from you recently. You said, "Christians can be one while 
disagreeing on predental policy matters. But we cannot be one while expressing contempt for one 
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another in the public square." I'm wondering what you could add to what Stephanie shared about the 
way that we should conduct ourselves when it comes to talking about politics. 

Justin (29:35): 

Sure. I think one of the issues that we often run into is just the lack, number one, of humility and a lack 
of intellectual honesty. We go into these conversations in the public square with these ironclad 
narratives that are fictional. Every conversation we go into, we're trying to make sure we come out of 
that conversation looking like we're faultless, and it's just not true. I mean, most of the time to the 
objective observer, they know that what we're saying just doesn't make sense. Every culture has their 
blind spots. Every culture has their pathologies, and when we go into these conversations trying to act 
like we don't, number one, we lose credibility. And then at that point, we certainly don't have any 
common ground because we're not even being realistic about the conversation. 

Justin (30:21): 

So I think one of the big things that we have to do is... One of the things that I do. Let's say I've been a 
Democrat all my life. If I go into a mostly Conservative Republican conversation, it's okay for me to admit 
that we get some things wrong, and sometimes you need to start the conversation by talking about, 
"You know what, we could do this better. What do you think about that?" At that point, it kind of 
defuses the situation. People let their guards down because they know that you're not coming in there 
with a posture of self defense. They see that if you're willing to say that you may have gotten something 
wrong, now they're more willing to say, "We could probably do this better as well." But when everyone 
has their defenses up, there's really going to be no self examination on either side because you want to 
go back over to your tribe and say that I represented us well. We're somehow seen perfect, and it's just 
not the truth. 

Justin (31:09): 

So I would point to the humility. The Bible talks about humility quite a bit. No one went up to Jesus and 
left and had a perfect narrative. It just didn't happen. He dismantled people's narratives. So we don't 
need to feel like that's what we need to have going in and leaving every conversation in the public 
square. 

Dustin Moody (31:26): 

Governor Haslam, both you and Justin have mentioned humility. I want to ask the same question but in 
a different way. You've been on the receiving end of some pretty tough vitreal from people who live in 
your state and who don't live in your state. What can you share with people who may not understand 
the complexities of public office that they may not know when they're throwing tweets your way? 

Governor Bill Haslam (31:46): 
And thanks for the question. Anybody who's in office would love to have a chance to respond to that. I'd 
start with this. I'll tell you a story. It was during President Obama's last year, I was in a dinner at the 
White House sitting next to one of his senior aids who'd been with him from the beginning. And I said, 
"What do you know now that you wish you'd known eight years ago when you started this?" He's a very 
thoughtful man, and he said, "I wish I'd known how hard this was and how complex the issues are. I 
wouldn't have been nearly so hard on the team that came before us," on the Bush team. He said, "Don't 
get me wrong, I still don't agree with them. I was against what they did in Iraq. I was against them on all 
these things. But I know this is so much harder than it looks at home." 
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Governor Bill Haslam (32:32): 

And that was my experience as a mayor, as a governor. The easy decisions got made somewhere else 
along the way, and by the time they got to me, I always felt like, "Wow. This is not like in the episode of 
the West Wing that we're going to wrap up here in 45 minutes." The issues are complex. There's usually 
good arguments on both sides. It's why I love the point that Stephanie was making about listening to the 
other side of the argument. The hard part about listening is when you listen, you realize, "They have 
some good points." And so it makes your decision all the harder. But I think you want to encourage 
leaders who do that, who wrestle with the hard stuff, and then give them some grace. I think if I can 
encourage folks on either party, leaders on your side and on the other side, give them some grace. This 
is a lot harder than it looks. 

Dustin Moody (33:23): 

Scott, I'd love to hear from you as well. You've talked recently about how this political climate offers 
Christians a chance to live counter-culturally and to communicate counter-culturally. I'm wondering 
what that looks like. 

Scott Sauls (33:34): 

I think again that it goes back to the call to unity and peace among believers. That is not only the life that 
God has called us to live together. And if we look especially in the New Testament... I mean, we could go 
back all the way to Abraham, and it said of him that he's going to be the father of all nations. It signaled 
all the way back to Genesis that God's going to be a global God and bring all sorts of diverse people 
groups from diverse situations and perspective under Jesus Christ. But you get to the New Testament 
and that gets amplified, especially in the life of the Apostle Paul who was a Jew who had been hostile 
toward Greeks and Gentiles, who then became the apostle to the Greek and Gentile world. His favorite 
protégé was the young Timothy who was a biracial man who was half Jewish and half Greek, and he 
starts every letter with... Not every letter, but almost every letter with the words, "Grace and peace to 
you." One of those is a standard Jewish salutation; another one is a standard Greek salutation. 

Scott Sauls (34:45): 
Everywhere Paul turns, he's talking about the ministry of reconciliation, which essentially means that 
core to the community and to the public witness of Christ is that you have different people groups from 
different perspectives and even ideologies and political persuasions able to love one another inside of 
Christ in ways that we never see outside of Christ. And so really I think it goes back to that. We can't 
brush off, especially in a time like this, we cannot brush off the imperative to love one another. 

Scott Sauls (35:21): 

And I think that starts with the two New Testament imperatives. One is to be quick to listen and slow to 
speak, rather than the opposite of being quick to speak and slow to listen, which is our typical MO in the 
American political climate. That's a call to empathy. That's a call to seek understanding as opposed to 
passing judgment on people who have different views and perspectives as we do. And the other is 
where Jesus talked about logs and specs. And removing a spec from somebody else's eye is a merciful 
thing. To point out a fault in a gentle, direct way... You remove a spec, you prevent infection. You 
potentially prevent blindness, right? But Jesus says before you can deal with that spec, you've got to 
deal with the plank in your eye. In other words, always in these political discussions assume you're the 
biggest hypocrite in the conversation, assume that you are the most blind person in the conversation to 
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start with, and approach it with a posture of curiosity, with a posture of humility, with a posture of 
learning. 

Scott Sauls (36:23): 

I think Christena Cleveland from Duke Divinity School gets it right. She says if we want to understand our 
blind spots, then the best thing we can do is to get into community with other Christians in particular 
who share divergent political views from us. I'll go back to the two churches analogy that I gave. It's not 
an analogy. It's actually a reality in pretty much every metropolitan area. You've got churches 
everywhere with a extremely high view of scripture, an extremely high view of the Trinity, extremely 
high view of Orthodox doctrine and theology, an extremely divergent politics. Which means that Christ 
who's king over all, he comes in and he's got plenty to affirm on the left and the right, and he's also got 
plenty to critique and even to condemn on both the left and the right. And our way of getting to the 
bottom of that is listening well to one another. 

Scott Sauls (37:15): 
One of the most beautiful displays of unity that I saw was Justin's colleague Micheal Weir who worked in 
the Obama administration, who's also pro-life for the unborn. And Governor Haslam who I spoke about 
some of the things that he put forth in his administration in Tennessee for a pre-election, a Sunday 
before the election, politics forum at our church in 2016. 99% of the things they talked about, they were 
unified on because of their allegiance and loyalty to Christ, and the things that they had differences over 
were really more about process and philosophy than they were human rights issues. So I think if we can 
get more of that not only publicly but also just privately in our own communities, we'd be off to a much 
better start than we were in 2016. 

Speaker 2 (38:07): 

If you've enjoyed this episode of The Faith and Work Podcast, please subscribe, leave a review, and 
share with a friend. The Faith and Work Podcast is produced by Denver Institute for Faith and Work. We 
believe that work is a way to love God and serve our neighbors. To learn more or to make a financial 
contribution, visit denverinstitute.org. 
 


